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KEPORT 



OF TEE 

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR 1850. 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 

Governor of Ireland. 

May rr please your Excellency, 

The Commissioners for adsiunistering the Fishery Laws for Ireland beg to 
submit to your Excellency the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners for the year 1856, 
which gives in detail much general and useful information. 

The Sea Fishery still continues, as noticed in our last Report, in a languid and 
depressed state ; and except where railways and steam vessels afford facilities for the safe 
and speedy transmission of fish to market, the Coast Fisheries are not worked with that 
energy and vigour which might he expected from the amply remunerative prices afforded 
by the Dublin and other markets. The Salmon Fisheries are steadily increasing in value ; 
and in most cases are in a prosperous and flourishing condition. Tlie Reports from the 
Boards of Conservators will bo found in the Appendix, by which it will be perceived that the 
working of the Fishery Laws has occupied considerable cai’e and attention. But we would 
here recommend, as we did in our last, a consolidation of the six Fishery Acts into one; 
not with a view of affecting or altering the principle contained in the Acts ; but for the 
purpose of rendering that plain and palpable which is at present couched in obscure and 
ambiguous terms ; and also to obviate the necessity of referring to six Acts, through which 
the legislation on fisheries has scattered that which might, with great convenience, be con- 
densed and simplified into one. 

We have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s obedient Servants, 

B. GRIFFITH. 

J. RADCLIFF. 

J. G. M'KERLIE, 

J. REDMOND BARRY, Impeotiny Commissioners of 

W. J. FFENNELL, J Fisheries in Irdmd. 

Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 

Departmeni of Fisheries, Office of PvMic Works, 

Dublin, 31si March, 1857. 
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APPENDIX TO THE KEPORT OF THE 



APPENDIX. 



Report of Inspecting- Commissioners for 1856. 

Sia Fisheries . — We are unable to extract from the Re- 
turns of tbirfcy-eigbt officers of the Coast Guard depart- 
ment, for the present year, much more than a confirma- 
tion of those opinions expressed in our Reports for the 
last three yeai-s ; that, as the revision of the registry of 
boats and men progressed, theextraordinai'y diminution 
of numbers would be exhibited more clearly. 

The general growth of prosperity in the agricultural 
districts, and the increasing demand for farm labourers, 
at remunerative wages, easily accounts for the indispo- 
sition which prevails, even upon the most favourable 
parts of the coast, to continue au uncertuiu pursuit, 
which, to the class of half fishermen, yielded but a pre- 
carious livelihood in ihe best of times, so that in a very 
short time we may expect to see a fishery only from 
some of the iinportant towns upon the coast ; and, even 
there, upon a very reduced scale. 

We have seldom noticed a more desponding tone than 
prevails through the Coast Guard Reports. It would 
appear that, in most places, the season has been ex- 
tremely unproductive, and the fishery establishment on 
the decline. 

The great demand for fish in the metropolis has, in 
addition to the fact that the bouts in its vicinity are 
generally owned by persons of good means, enabled the 
officer iQ the district of Dublin to furnish more cheering 
answers to the first tliree queries, as to the condition 
and success of the fishery establishment ; but, n<en there 
the number of boats of ^ classes has been reduced from 
399 to 215, and the number of men from 1,613 to 705 
McI of boys from 1S2 to 83. On the north shore of 
iJubIm bay, including Howth, Malahide, and Dundalk 
the diminution is even greater, and the prospects less 
prosperous. At Newcastle there is some indication of 
slight improvement, but the boats and gear are said to 
be m bad condition, aud the seasou unproductive. In 
the district of Killala the number of boats 1ms been re- 
duced from 787, witli 4,749 men and 64 boys, to 146 
boats, with 1,022 men and 9 boys. 

The ^Schedule of Coast Guard Returns tlirough the 
coMt will, if referred to, be found, in most cases, to ex- 
hibit a depression to such an extent, that we can only 
account for the fair supply of fish in the Dublin markets 
by the increased fuciiities for ti-ansport by rail to that 
city. From Galway we are furnished with the first 
hopeful statements. The intelligent officer of that dis- 
trict tells ns that the condition of the fishery establish- 
ment IS good, and greatly superior to 1844 in almost 
every respect. The increase of vessels is more ihan 

S arent; aud that, although the herring fishery had 
ed last year, there never has been a larger quantity 
of round fish taken. He strongly urges tiie necessity 
tor enforcing the bye-law interdicting the interference 
of the trawler while the herrings are being tolten. 

Galway has been the head-quarters of the two fishing 
^mpanies— the London and West of Ireland, and the 
Royal Irish. We have had much satisfaction recently 
an examining both establishments. The very capacious 
stores of the London and West of Ireland Company 
■were supplied with an abundant stock of every material 
for carrying on a most extensive fishery. With a staff of 
most intelligent gentlemen, there appeared no deficiency 
of every requisite for an extensive trade. On the 27th 
January they had sis boats, of which five were well 
vessels ; they were expecting the arrival of a steamer 
and five sailing vessels. The trawl net has heretofore 
been their chief source of supply; but they have pro- 
vided every; other modern means of fishing by lines aod 
nets. Their nets, upon a very large scale, were being 
manufactui-ed at the “ Cluddagh Piscatorial Schools;” 



and it .vas mtifying to see tliat the qnalitv could not 
be surpassed anywhere. 

Notwithstandingthecharacter that the fishermenof the 

Uaddagh have formerly had, it is impossible to imacine 
any tbuig more creditable or praiseworthy thau their 
general conduct lias been. '' 

Since the establishment of tl.o two companies several 
men and hojs have been employed in the vessels of both, 
and tl.eic general oondi.et and dem.anom- have been 
most unoaoeptionable. They have the good sense to 
sec the great advantage of having wealthy employers, 
able to farms!, them w.tl, all the necessary apllkuees 
d "'We some of the imported crews from 

England were neither reraarhable for their habits of 
temperance or subordination, the oonUnot of the native 
fishormm was ad.m.t.d to have been most indusWou, 
and eiemplay. The London Company were, at that 
«me eonhned erelus.vely to the supply of the DubKn 
maiket. The tram prices for conveyance by the Mid- 
land Great Western line were 30s. per ton tor coarse 
and 70s. per ton. for finer fish, such isolcsM" St 

p® ton''*’^'’ ^ *“* 50s. 

Tlie company had adopted every ingenious oontriv- 
anoe, such as boxes, perforated for transporting the 

retStotiStsS “"■* 

a commodious 

couoem, upon a less expensive scale. Eight out of 
eleven of the.r vessels were at foil worlc in January 
a' “ na "ith a detsiW 

Applldk will be found In the 

tor (h "'•y ‘t* oaports, 

for the last year, contrasted with those of 1846. ^ 



1646. 

.TJ.200 quarters. 



Oats, 

Barley, 

Wheat, 0,402 [ 

i’lour, 2,200 cwt. 
Oatmeal, ls,U93 cwt. 



16u6. 

24,400 quarters. 



Oats, 

Barley, 

Wheat, nil 

ilonr, nil 

Oatmeal, 1,820 
The CIadd.igh fleet is deplorably diminished” sunk 
very io,v m numbers, but in fair condition. 

Bantry District . — From the officer of this district we 

“ail 5 tl' 

twr H"; ^ abounds in fish, genernUy bufnot 

to sbehtest euorgy or eaerrlon is used to f.kettS by 5.? 

The same gentlemen slates that the salmon fisheries 
mhis district have not improved; and that there are no 
bag nets, or any other new mode of taking salmon. 
Another gentleman, from whom we have more than 

m.;;^ *> 

in lIS'liEJ.'""" ■>“» 

" Trammels lave had but III moecss, owing, it is tdd, to the 
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absence of sprats, and the fry on which hake subsist ; hut as 
this fishery is followed here by men who make it secondary to 
their farm business, it is a less subject of regret. 

“ Trawling has been rather profitably pursued here up to, 
and for a week or two after, Christmas. The chief produce, 
sole, finds a good market at Cork. 

“Scallops are being taken so near as the basin within 
TTliiddy, by dred^ng, and bring 9s. the hundred here, for sale 
at Cork or elsewhere. 

•• In short, fish shares in the advance that attends eyery pro- 
duct of hand labour. 

“ You can hardly have failed to note the improved habits in 
their calling of the fishing people that remain, a disposition 
gaining on them of finding something in their way to do con- 
tinuously through the year, instead of lounging idly during tlio 
winter, ‘fullhalf the year,” 

Kinsale DistricL — The officer of this district states 
that the number of boats employed, as well as of men, 
are diminished, and arc in much the same condition re- ^ 
garding gear ; but that there is a sign of improvement 
in the hookers only: that the year has been, better in 
small fish, and that it is very difficult to have the 
Registry perfect, being disliked by the fishermen, who 
avoid it as much as possible. 

From other sources we have ascertained that nearly 
2,000 tons of sprats were taken this year at Kinsale, and 
far up the Ban don river. It is rather a remmdcable 
fact that a large portion of this valuable fish was taken 
ia tliat immediate locality, where the )>nrties interested 
in the salmon fishery of the river liandon would have 
restrained altogether the use of any nets during the 
close season ; but where, after a deliberate inquiry, the 
Commissioners refused lo sanction the restraint. 

Mr. Dawson, extensively engaged in the fishery, 
states that last year’s fishing did not exceed an average 
take, but they got better prices. Owing to bad weather 
during the first three months of this year, the herring 
season was not productive. In 1856 the mackerel sea- 
son commenced early in April, and continued to the 
second week in -Tuly, a long and productive season. One 
of his boats, having an extra number of nets, took 9,000 
in one night, the greatest number ever heard of being 
taken in drift nets. 

The hake season, on the whole, was poor. 

Hth February last, he states — 

“We are now at the herrings agniii; two of my bo.ats brought 
in yesterday 12,000 for one, nnd 10,000 for the other. If tlie 
weather be at all moderate I think we could load a few of your 
Dublin bouts. About 80, 000 of our herrings tixe in your market 
(Dublin) to-day, bought her-o at 40s. per thousand. I am now 
planking the largest hooker I know of ; she is 47 feet keel, IB 
beam, and 1 1^ deep, intended for the mackerel fishery : she will 
be hooker rigged and open, using a train of nets reaching three 
Irish miles." 

Bungarvan : — 

" Here there are not more than twenty occasionally sen-going 
boats, very badly found. No fisliermeu, butsomoold mcawho 
are with their families mostly in the poorhoase while the boats 
arc asliore, that is always except in very fine weather. They 
areidloldandhaiUyclad, and the boats scarcely seaworthy. The 
famine years destroyed our boats, the owners, the fishermen, 
and the consumers of the fish. There are, in Abbeyside, eleven 
boats, sea-going, but not well found. Tliose men are old, but 
do not resort to the workhouse, though they can only go to sea 
in fine weather. Out of iling andBallini^saul tiiere arc eleven sea- 
going boats. Men, young and able, hetterolfthau either Dungar- 
van or Abbeyside men. Bo.ats not well found, nnd never were. 

“ If we get the rmlrond through Dungar%-an to Watei'ford, 
the fishery here will be well worth looking after for the Welsh 
markets.” 

This information comes from a most respectable resi- 
dent of Dungarvati. 

Oyster Fisheries . — The increasing demand for oysters, 
and the difficulty of procuring supplies from the public 
beds within harbours or estuaries, still exist, and the 
complaints of great exhaustion are still general. It must 
continue to be felt unless some decided measures are 
taken to prevent overworking, and the destruction of 
the brood and young fish. We have, upon every occa- 
sion where an opportunity was afforded, explained to 
complaining parties, or at public meetings, the perfect 
sufficiency of the existing laws to afford a remedy, and 
our readiness to attend to any communications formally 
made by parties interested; but, unfortunately, what is 
everybody’s business is generaliy neglected, and parties 
suppose that those desultory communications, unaccom- 
panied by any specific proposition, should, be immedi- 



ately attended to. We have frequently pointed out the 
ample powers which exist under the statutes to renovate 
our exhausted oyster fisheries; fmtl we now refer to the 

several sections of the Acts bearing on the question : 

5th & 6th Vic., cap. lOG, secs. 11, 12, 32, 36 ; 7th 6o 
8th Vic., cap. lOB; secs. 5 it 6, power to Commis- 
sioners to suspend fishing; Sth & inli Vic, cap. 10?, 
secs. 16, 17, & 18, power to make beds; sec. 19, power 
to dredge daring part of close season; sec. 20, Com- 
missioners to make bye-laws; sec. 21, proprietors of 
beds may appoint water-ballifts ; 13th & 1-lth Vic., cap. 
88, sec. 4l, farther power to make oyster bods, either 
above or below level of low-water mark of spring tides ; 
see. 42, penalty for stealing oysters. 

It is hardly reasonable to expect that a public depart- 
ment, very limited in its extent, can do more than give 
immediate attention to suggestions from parties locally 
interested. It is quite true, however, that such parties 
have, in many instances, been fount], from a mistaken 
notion of good feeling, unwillingto curtail, temporarily, 
the very poor sources of occupation in those places wliere 
the work of destruction progresses; and tliey will 
neither seek for, or sanction, the only remedy that can 
be applied. We have found this to be the case in Lough 
Swilly, and Lough Foyle, wliere at present there is 
scarcely an oyster worth taking to be found. 

The most important, and most perfectly legitimate, 
oyster fishery which lias existed upon oui' shores, is from 
the port of Arklow. It is the nearest point to those great 
and nearly inexhaustible sources of supply, furnished 
by the great sea banks between Wicklow Read and Wex- 
ford. The oyster fishery has, for many years back, 
been, for a portion of the year, the chief support of the 
fishermen at Arklow. In 1336, on tm inquiry heldhy 
the Commissioners of Inquiry, it was stated by several 
witnesses, that they generally followed the oysters, when 
not more profitably engaged, after the herrings ; they 
were at that time quite regardless of the close time, and 
worked away from January till September, making for 
themselves a close season of four months, from Septem- 
ber to January, during which time they never dredged 
on the home banks. It was stated that thirty years 
before that time, that is, in 18(i6, it was thought the 
beds would be exhausted, and further restrictions were 
recommended but not adopted ; and yet the quantity 
was stated to have rather increased. 

The period of rest was fixed by the people, by common 
consent ; and it was then stated th.at “ nobody desired 
for more, or ever broke the regulation.” Their princi- 
pal trade was witli Beaumaris, in Anglesea, where they 
laid the oysters on banks, from whence they drew sup- 
plies, for the Liverpool and Manchester markets, at 
those periods when they are in good season, and most 
in demand. 

This, in some degree, accounts for the extraordinary 
time fixed by them for close season; the old four monlbs, 
established by law, being from the 1st May to 1st Sep- 
tember, which period they had included in their open 
season, probably because the weather was then more 
favourable for dredging ; and the. object being to form 
layings at Beaumaris, the mischief done to the brood 
by dredging, during the summer months, was, as they 
believed, more than countervailed by the prices which 
they obtained for the fish in the English markets, where 
the habit of exposing oysters for sale during the summer, 
and for consumption, has, fora longtime, prevailed. 

The trade to Beaumaris was greatly checked by a 
severe frost in the winter of 184U, and very soon after 
a new traffic sprung up, by the arrival, annually, of 
cutters from the great oyster fisheries on the coasts of 
Kent and Essex, for the puvcliase of stock to supply 
these beds. 

In the spring of 184.3 not less than £8,000 was paid 
by those new customers; but between that and 1846 it 
was found that the severe gales of east wind, in the 
month of April, very much affected the trade, by pre- 
venting either dredging or transhipment ; and the 
parties accordingly called upon the Board to exercise 
the powers given to them by the Stb ife 9th Vic., cap. 
108, sec. 19, by extending the permission to take oysters 
for brood to me whole of the month of May; and a 
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appendix to the report of the 



meetings was accordinely Held on the 27th March, 1846, 
at _Ai-klow, when e-viaence, Tery important and inter- 
esting, was given as to the expediency of extending the 
open time for stoching only. 

We beg to refer, especially, to this evidence, which 
will be found in the Appendix to the Seventeenth Report 
of the Commissioners of Public Works, page 268, con- 
taming not only ample reasons for the extension, but 
much valuable matter relating to the oyster fisheries, 
from very Experienced persons. 

This traffic continued for several years without inter- 
ruption, the Board having assented to the extension, by 
an order, bearing date, Cth May, 1846; hut the people 

Arlclow, not satisfied with the piices which they re- 
ceived from the English buyers, and finding that it would 
he more profitable to return to the old trade of layings 
a,t Beaumaris, have, for some years, followed that course, 
till 1856, when, unfortunately, they came within the 
pale of a new and stringent regulation, then recently 
established, under an Act passed 18th i Ifith Vic., cap. 

1 0 1 , for the more effectual enforcement of the law com- 
monly called the French Convention Act, 6th i 7th 
Vic., cap. 79, from the operation of which Ireland was 
e.=.pecially excepted, by an order in Council, of the 23rd 
August, 1843, In the month of May, 185C, several 
cargoes of oysters were sent to Beaumaris for layings, 
under the authority given by the Commissioners in 
1846; but towards the close of that month three car- 
goes arrived, which were seat by persons of the name 
of Doyle, Cohiu, and Kearney, from Arklovv, and im- 
mediately seized by the officer of customs, and de- 
stroyed, to the great loss of these persons ; who, having 
been for several years acting under the authority ol 
our Board, which, in this instance, was wholly disre- 
garded by the authorities at Beaumaris, have applied 
to us for redress, by a memorial, dated ISth. June, 1856 ; 
which, after having received the Report of the Inspecting 
Commander of Arklow, aOthJune, 1856, we transmitted 
to the Board of Trade, on the 1 4th of August following • 
but we have reason to believe that the parties have had 
no redress and having received no instructions for the 
^ prudent to recommend the people 

ot ^klow to discontinue the practice of sending oysters 
to Beaumai'is in May, which has been a very great loss 
to them, as well as to the country in general. 

(^Utivation of Oysters.~T\iere is no subject connected 
with our department which we consider more important, 
or more under the control of the authorities, than the 
oyster fisheries; and we have directed our attention 
especially to the question, with a view to the concentra- 
tion of such information ns may aid us in recommending 
either restrictive regulations, where oysters do exist or 
a judicious system of culture in tho.se places where it is 
necessary to produce a stock by artificial layings. 

The best information which we have been enabled to 
procure, ^is to be found in the 4th vol. of « Pennant’s 
Zoology, .n-oiu. which we extract as follows, page 104 



Stews, or hyers of oysters, are formed in places which 
Mture nev» allotted as habitations for them. Those near 
Col^ester have been long famous ; at present tliereare others, 
Wat at least rival the former, near the mouth of the Thames 
ihe oysters, or their spats, are brought to convenient nlaces! 

‘I' taste or size. It is an eir-or to suppose 
tnat the flue green observed m oysters taken from artfficiol 
beds is owing to copperas, it being notorious how destmetivo 
the substoee, or the solution of it, is to aU fob. I cannot 
give a better account of the cause, or of the whole treatment 
oysters, tban what la preserved in the learned Bishop Sprafs 
History of the Eoyal Society, from page 307 to 309. 

the oysters cast their spawn, which 
the i^dgMS cal] thw spats. Itis like to a di'op of caudle, and 
about the bigness of a halfpenny. 

V ‘ The spat cleaves to stones, old oyster shells, pieces of wood, 
and ^ch like tlungs, at the bottom of the sea, which they call 
olutc^. It 18 probably conjectured that the spat, in twenty- 
four hours, begins to have a shell. ^ 

•“ $1*® monthof May, the dredgers, by the law of the Ad- 

Court, have liberty to catch aU manner of oysters, of 
wMt size soever; when they have taken them, they quietly 
mse the nialo brood from the clutch witli a knife, and then 
throw to clutch in again to preserve the ground for the fhture, 
unless they be so uewly spat that toy cannot be safely severed 
from the chit A; m that case they are permitted to take the 
stone, or shell, &c., that to spat is upon, one shell havinc. 
many times, twenty spats. 

“ ‘ After to month of May it is felony to carry away the 



clutch, and punishable to take any other oysters, unless it be 
those of size, that is to say, about the bigness of an half crown 
piece, or when the two shells, being shut, a fair shilling shall 
rattle between them. 

'“Theplaceswheretoseoystersarechieflytiiken.areBurn. 

ham, Malden, and Colchester, in Essex. This brood, and 
otlier oysters, they cany to the creeks of tlie sen. and then 
ttirow them into the channel, which they call their beds or 
layers, where they grow and fatten, .and in two or tluce years 
the siualicst brood will be good oysters. 

‘ The oysters, when the tide comes in, lie -with their hollow 
shell downw.Trds. wlien it goes out tliey turn on the oUicr side • 
they remove not from their place, unless in cold weather te 
cover themselves in the ouse. 

“J penalHos, by the Admiralty Court, laid 

on those that fish out of those grounds -wliidi the Court ap- 
points; or that destroy the clutch; or that take .any oysters that 
are imt of sim ; or that do not trend under feet, or tUi-ow upon 
to shore, a fisli which they call a five-finger, i-esembliag a spur 
rowel, because tiiat fish gets into the oystoi-s when tlicy gape, 
and sucks tom out. This fish is known as the “ artcrcaJ glal 
ciali.3, or common sen star. ® 

.7'° T*“ f " a>ey l'»vo spat ; bnl in June »i,d 

Sf *5,7 to “lid, nna 1.1 August tlisy mo porfeotly 
7 mnlo oyster u bkek sick, baying a black snbstanci 
in the fin ; the female, white sick, as they term it, having a 
milky substance in the fin.”' ‘u, naving a 

RolIesS extract from the History of 

‘‘ Great part of tlio inhabitants of Stroud, near Rochester, 
are supported by the fisheries, of which the oyster is mostcon- 
■ 1 ** cpnductk-d by a company of free dredgers, 

goveinmeirt of the mayor and citizeus of Rochester. In 1709 
Af ^ rarhamoiit was obtained for the better luan.ngcmcnt 
^ copfirirdug the juriscUction of iho said 

mayor and citizens, and tree dredgers. 

fliayor holds a Court of Admiralty every year, to 
make such rcguUuons as shall be neces&nry for the w4ll con- 
ductmg this valuable branch of fishery. So ven ye«a"SprenI 
^ a person to the freedom of this rompaiiy™ 

Ihe company frequently bring brood or spat from other 
matmiry*!^^^ srow to 

Tile trade in oysters may be made of vast importance 
to Ireland if judiciously conducted. .£1,500 to £2,000 
sometimes paid for oyster spat, at Granville, on the 
French coast, by the fishers of Queensborough. on the 
ihames; and between £20,000 and £30 00^0 ai-o an 
nually returned to the small toivn of Goroy, in Jersey 
for sraaU oysters for stock and brood. We receive tlio 
most iavoiu-abie accouuts of tlio prog'ress of the sevoi'ul 
layings tor which the Commissioners have grimted 
licences ; and there is a, very general disposition ovtaced 
to increase those estublishmonts. 

_ Many persons who have heretofore churned a several 
right m oyster beds, but which they have so far no- 
giceted to preserve, as not oniy to have left tlioir riirhts 
as against the public, very questionable, and the o-rounds 
very biu'e of oysters, have applied for licences to the 
Gomnnssiouers, under the 17th section of the 8th &, 9th 
Vic., cap. 108, as owners or occupiers of tlie land 
bordering on the sea or estuary, alleging that there is 
nothing m that section to prevent them from obtaining 
^ch lichee, if there be no claim of a public right 
made. We have, in some such cases, held preliminLy 
meetings of mqmry; and wherever we have seen any 
groun<^ for the claim of a public right, we have recom- 
mended the refusal of the iicenee, notwithstanding the 
nearly total exhaustion of the place. “ 

Zchter Fisheries -Amotig the advantages derived 
from the faeihty of transit by railway communication, 
r ■ abundant supply of lobsteS 

from Galway mto the Dublin market. Thev atp 
bronglit chie% by Bkneoni’s curs, from Coimemlm to 
G^way, and tlicnce by rail, Tboy arc gomrally sold 
alive, and m esoellent condition. ComplaSits have been 

Sd tb*,“ll *»o small iif site, are tnlren, 

and that there shonld be some limit. We observe, how- 
ever, m Pennant’s Brit. Zoology,” n letter from 
Searborongh, whieh we give, states “ that lobsters only 
grow m sise while their shells are in their soft slate 
fennant states, 70I. iv., page 10:— 
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are soon hatched, lobsters change their crust atmually. Pre- 
Tious to their putting otf th'elr old one they appear side, languid, 
and restless. Th^ totally acquire a new coat in a few days, 
but during the time that they remain defenceless they seek 
some reiy lonely place. 

“ It is also remarkable that lobsters and crabs will renew 
their claws, if by accident they are torn off ; and it is certain 
they will grow again in a few weeks. 

“ They are very voracious animals, and feed on sea weeds, 
on garbage, and on all sorts of dead bodies." 

Regisiry of Fishing Vessels and Men employed. This 

important object is not jet so effectually attained through 
the whole coast as to enable us to furnish a summary 
which can be relied upon. 

In the Appendix to our last Report, page 13, will be 
found the copy of a letter from Captain Locltjer, b.n., 
Inspecting Commander of the Queenstown district, 
offering very judicious suggestions on the subject. 

This gentleman, determined to follow up his views, 
and, if possible, to furnish accm’ate returns, issued, on 
the 10th of January last, a circular to all the officers of 
his district, of wMch the following is a copy : — 

“The officers and chief boatmen in comnaml of stations 
are requested to fill up, correctly, a form, similar to the one en- 
closed; and as the Inspecting Commimder is anxious to furnish 
a correct and failhfid report, showing the actual number of 
vessels registered, and the actual number of men and boys, 
honO. fide fishermen, employed, and not an approximate or 
average ; he requests that care may be taken on tliis occasion. 
The K^orts hitherto furnished have not only been incorrect,- 
but injurious, because they are laid before Parliament, and 
convey a ^m)ng and untruthful impression. The Inspecting 



Commander, thorofore. does not wish to send in a form flliwl 
up for form’s sake, ; but desires, as nearly as possible, to send 
van correct account of the vessels, boats, men, and boys; and he 
will feel obliged if the officers and chief boatmen will report 
th^ proceedings in detail, the steps they have taken to obtain 
this information, and any observations they may think desirable. 



Pntsr Cla33. 


SneoND Class. 


Vessels. | 


Tonnage, j 


Men. 


B.,.. 


Bo.la, 


Men. 


Boys. 

















“ (Signed) W. N, Locxser, i. c. 
"January 10 , 1857.’’ 



Captain Loclcyer’s answer to the eighth query, la • 
reference to the Registry, is, — “ Unavoidably imperfect, 
under existing circumstances.” 

No other answer could have been expected, inasmuch 
as no authority had been given to him to carry out the 
propositions contained in his letter of March 24, 1856. 

it will be seen, however, that his last circular was 
attended to, at least in one instance. 

Sir Stovin, the chief officer of tlte Crosshaven station 
of the Queenstown district, has kindly furnished us with 
the very interesting detailed return, which he sent in to 
the head of his district, which we now subjoin : — 



A Retukit of Vessels, Boats, that get their living “honafide" by Tishiug, belonging to the " Crosshaven ” Gnard. 



Boglttared I 
Numbor. I 


Nuno of Vessel or 
Boat. 


PortorPlooB ; 
to -whiob 
belosging. 


j 


ir»mo of Owner. 

! 


l^ecciption. 


Fmnbiir 

oottiillr 

employed, 


Bate ot 

Eegistry- 


No. of 
Certifi. 


fr 


b€s,i 




SloOe of FlthLof . 


;x„. 


Itojtj 


_ 


2nd, ; 


Morning Star, . 


Ring, 




■William E^n, . 


! 

Whale-bont.f 


Hand and 






















lug-sail, 1 


long lines, 






Feb. 22/54, 








Brothers, . 








Yawl, lug- 
























sail, 


Do., 


1 


3 - 


— 


- 



A Retiteh of Vessels, Boats, that are used for Fishing occasionally (but do not get their living by it) at other 
times their Boats used for getting Sea-weed, Ferry-boats, die. — “ Crosshaven” Guard. 





2nd, 


Eliza, ■* 


Ring, 


2 


W. B. Warrea, . 


■Wliale-boat, 


Hand and 
























longlines.t 






May 30/43, 


381 






Mountain Maid, 


Do., 


2 


William Flynn, . 


Yawl, 


Do., 






May 28/50, 


974 






Mnrv, 


Lough Beg, 




Patrick Sisk, 


Do., 


Do., 






May 8/43. 


351 


_ 




Catherine, . 


Do., 




Michael Neil, 


Do., 


Do., 


■§) 


"tb 


Do., 




- 


Do., 


Mary, 


Do., 




Simon Murphy, . 


Do., 


Do., 


■y 




Do., 


353 


- 


Do., 


Margaret, . 


Do., 


21 


C. Sisk, 


Do.. 


Do., 






Do., 


354 


— 


I>f>. 


Hanna, 


1)0., 


a* 


Edward Slane, 


Do.. 


Do., 


-g 




April 17/45, 




- 


Do.. 


Linnet, 


Do.. 


2J 


Dennis NeviL 


Do., 


Do., 


id 




May s/43, 


367 




Do., 


Mary, 


Seamonnt, . 


21 


David Conway, . 


Do., 


Do., 


g 




May 1/43, 


26y 




Do.. 


Thomas, 


Do., 


-M 


Dennis Daly, 


Do., 


Do., 






Do., 


2bS- 




Do., 




Do., 




Owen Murpliy. . 


Do., 


Do., 




. 


Do, 


263 




Do., 


Speedwell, . 


Do, 




William Flynn, . 


Do., 


Do., 






Do., 


266 




Do., 


Independent. 


Do-, 


21 


Edward Keeley. . 


Do., 


Do., 






AugustS/44, 


633 




1>0., 


Mury, 


-Do., 


2J 


Maurice Power, . 


Do., 


Do., 






March0!/51, 


1039 




J)o., 


John, 


Do-, 


2 


Joliii Scannell. 


Do.. 


Do., 






March 8/52, 


1066 




Jio., 


Mary, 


Do., 


21 


B. Dohony, 


Do., 


Do., 






Fob. 36/56, 


1016 




Do., 


Kale, 


Do., 




John Kicffe. 


Do., 


Do., 






May 3/51, 


1048 




Do., 


itay Flower, 


Do.. 




Frederick Kielloy, 


Do., 


Do., 






J;m. 20/57, 


1047 




Do., 


Brothers, . 


Crosshaven, 




Henry FeniioU, . 


Whale-boat, 


Do., 






May 1/43, 


238 




Do., 


John, 


Do., 


2 


JeremLol-iOuinlani], 


Yawl, 


Do., 






Do., 


257 




Du., 


Patrick, 


Do., 


21 


James Keating, . 


Do., 


Do., 






Sept. 12/4fi, 


771 




Do., 


Grampus,* . 


Do., 




N. H. Hedder, 


Do., 


Do.. 






July 22/47, 


921 




Do., 


Kate and Maria, 


Do.. 


2i 


Edward Sisk, 


J)o., 


Do., 






July 28/46, 


760 




Do., 


St. Patrick, 


Do., 




Patrick Sweeney, 


Do., 


Do., 


•w 




July 22/49, 


963 


_ 


Do., 


Success, 


Do., 




M. Fitzgerald, 


Do.. 


Do., 




f. 


Msrch 4/51, 


865 


- 


Do., 


John, 


Do., 




Patrick Payne, . 


Do.. 


Do., 


,a 




April 10/51, 


1043 












f 


Hooker .gib, 1 






* 






1st, 




Jans, . 


Do., 


12 


Thomas Drinan, 


foresail 


Do., 






Dec. 10/51, 


1064 












( 


mnins-oil, j 












1st, 




Ellen, 


Do., 


6 


Andrew Hart, 


Do., 


Do., 






May 1/4.3, 


268 


1st, 




Sir "William, 


Do.. 


14 


T. Caton, . 


Do., 


Do.. 


A 


n 


Nov. 13/46, 


800 


1st, 




St. Michael, 


Do., 


6 


William Best, 


Do, 


Do., 


■s 




May 1/43, 


267 


- 


2nd, 


Star, 


Do., 


2 


T. Horigan, 


Whale-boat, 


























Do., 






July 2fi/52, 


1078 


_ 


Do., 


Mary Ann, 


Do., 




A. Hart, 


Gig. lug, . 


Do.. 






Doe. 29/52, 


1068 




Do., 


Gannet, 


Do., 




John Smith, 


Yawl, lug, 


Do., 






Aug. 13/65, 


1037 




Do.. 


Mary Ann, 


Do., 


2 


William Callaghan, 


Yawl, 


Do., 






Morchll/56, 


1021 




Do., 


Mary Ann, 


Do., 




Patrick Burry, 


Do., 


Do., 






Oct. 21/66, 


1029 




Do., 


Princess, . 


Bing, 


2t 


William Began, . 


Whale-boat, 
























lug, 


Do.. 


;z; 




Feb. 22/54, 


1016 



* Used for fishing for -pleasure. t Herring nets in the season. 
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APPENDIX TO THE HEPOET OF THE 



Salmxin FisJaries.—'Bj reference to the reports re- 
ceived from the several Boards of Conservators for the 
year 1856, it will be seen that improvement in the 
Salmon Fisheries is steadily progressing. The quantity 
of fish captured has inoreaaec!, and the value has become 
much enhanced by the esteoded accommodation afforded 
in transit to marfeet through steam communication. 

^ The Salmon I'isheries of Ireland have assumed an 
importance in the scale of the commercial resources of 
the country far beyond that which attached to them a 
few years since. They liave hoeomo better appreciated, 
as a more systematic and provident spirit of industry 
has arisen; their worth has been ascertained; their 
management is better understood ; and their protection 
more generally attended to. The prices recently ob- 
tained for the rights of fishing are evidences of the posi- 
tion which such property now holds in tho market for 
profitable investment of capital. Nine thousand pounds 
Lave rcrantly been given for the moiety of a Salmon 
risliery in the West of Ireland, subject to a considerable 
head rent, ami a lease of twenty-one years unexpired 
against the purchaser. This property was sold in the 
Incumbered Estates Court Two smaller fisheries wero 
also sold ill the West of Ireland — one for £5 000 and 
the other for £2,d00. And in the South £10,000 have 
been paid, though the fishery is subject to a head 
rent of £300 per annum. The prices olrtained for these 
seyeiul or exclusive fisheries point to the conclusion 
winch arises with regard to those enjoyed by the public 
in common, and who follow the pursuit as operative 
fishermen in the waters open to every subject in ihe 
realm, that they are commensurately realizing in their 
calling the benefits which spring from an organized 
^stein of protection; and wc beg to call attention to 
the fact, that the latter interest is, in the aggregate, 
much larger than the former ; exclusive fisheries bcino- 
the exception only to the general rule in this country 
And It IS important, us well as highly gratifying, to 
^ow that the humble fishermen, who depend solely on 
the produce of the waters for a livelihood, sliare largely 
in the successful results of improved legislation. “ 
Ihejaws enacted for the protection of tho Salmon 
Iishenes of Ireland, and the government of the varied 
and conflicting interests involved in this industrial pur- 
suit Laying now been foiriy and practically tested, are 
admitted to be salutary in principle, requiring little 
alteration beyond a few matters of detail, whicli should 
be copected to render the intention of the law more 
clear in expression, and to relievo it from donht where 
obscurity of phrase may cause difficulty or contention 
in Its correct interpretation j .and, perhaps, some amend- 
ment to secure a more nnexcoptioiiable and uniform 
administration of its existing provisions. Further it 
docs not appear to us that much change is required 
neitlier is it suggested or sought for by tho country 
Jiowover, a strong opinion is generally entertained tlmt 
the present Six Acts in force should be consolidated in 
doing whidi an opportunity would be afforded to cor- 
rect the defects referred to, while, at the same time 
much snperfliious matter would he got rid of, accumu- 
lated in five Statutes, which it was found necessary to 
enact to render the general remedial Act, 5 & 6 Ti^ c. 
IUd, passed in 1842, efficient in its working. ‘We have 
for some time felt that it would ho most desirable thus 
to simplify and condense the Fishery Laws, and many 
wJio entertain the same views have urged us to recom- 
mend It : wc have done so in a former report, and beg 
again to call attention to the subject, further experience 
of another year confirming tlie opinion tlien expressed • 
and we would add another consideration which we 
think IS not unimportant, namely, that the cleai' under- 
standing of the law should ho made accessible to all 
whether to those called upon to administer, or those 
calJccl upon to obey, by removing the superfluous matter 
accumulated in six Statutes, five being amendments of 
the first, ami which have hocorao tedious to wade 
through, and difficult to encounter when endeavonrinf' 
to follow a question through the mazes of repetitions 
and changes occupying, perhaps, several sections in 
different Acts, scattered through the whole, and so 
placed amongst tlie mass of various provisions, that ail 
order or classification of subject is destroyed, always 



creating difficulty in comprehending the meaning of tho 
law, and often causing obscurity and doubt. 

Clo$e and open Season . — Some changes have been 
made and come into operation in close and open season 
since our last report, and some applications are before 
the Board for inquiry and consideration ; and although 
public opinion is still, to a certain extent, nnscttled 
upon this point, we find, upon the whole, that practical 
experience has done much towards correcting extreme 
views, and that less iliscontont prevails. Ferhnps tlicre 
is no pursuit in which men engage more liable to 
jealous controversy than that of Salmon Fishing; and 
the question of close season, the most difficult to deal 
with of all those coiinocted with the subject. Tho times 
varying when fish ascend tlio different rivers — the con- 
dition of tho fish in tho tideways in particular seasnus, 
as compared with those in the fresh waters — the local 
position of the persons interested — all, with nmnyotlier 
considerations, combine to perpetuate controversy ou 
this point. 

Tho desire to capture a few good fish amongst many 
had ones, because they bring a high price, induces 
some to advocate early fishing, tliough in doing so they 
may know that many brood fish will he sacrificed : and 
oil the other hand, persons located high up upon rivers 
seek to establish late fishing, because the fish will not 
ascend to them until the autumn floods induce them to 
move upwards to take possession of the spawning beds } 
and tiiere are some who think it a hardship to be re- 
strained in the highest scimrces and in small rivers, 
though the fish never reach them until the spawning 
time has set in, and when they are not in a fit condition 
for use ; yot, as the inhabitants never see a fish except in 
the spawning season, they set up a claim, worthless 
though the article may be, and destructive to tho ffcne- 
ral interests as their capture would prove. Hence it is 
that_ under such circumstances the onerou.s duty de- 
volving upon the Coimnissioncrs of regulating the 
seasons mast ahv.ays ho more or less emlw-rassing, 
because it may not always be expedient, while giiardimr 
the interests of tho community at large, to adiicro rigidly 
to the rule of repudiating such claims as nmyteml in 
the abstract to diminish, in somo degree, the coniniorcial 
produce of the fishery, when such a coiirso would en- 
tirely overturn all chance of co-openition between upper 
and lower parties, and, consequently, intorfero with tho 
all-impoi-tant object of winter protection, which, though 
a matter of police, aud enjoined by tho authority of the 
law, cannot, we believe, bo effectively acconiplislicd 
unless the voluntary aid of loc.al influence bo enlisted • 
and under such circumstances as wc liavo referred to 
we would appeal to the more cnliglitonod to discourage 
by example and precept, the ca]itiiro of spent and 
unspawiied fish witliin those portions of the season 
when flailing is permitted, either at tlic commencement 
or the end, and for the release of which, iiuitijnrod, the 
law provides j and we are induced thus to calf attention 
to_ this point, from a knowledge that much mischief 
lu-ises from ihe systematic <leatriiction of such fish during 
the periods of open season referred to, when it might 
without inconveuience, if tliero were a willingness to do 
so, he avoided } and we regret to he obliged to state, that 
last season there was an unusual quantity of spent fish 
destroyed during tho latter ]iart of February, and 
throughout the month of March, which, if allowed to 
returu to the sea, would soon Lave repleiiislicd their 
wasted condition, and again ascended tlie rivers in prime 
condition and incre.ised value, ^ 

We_refen-cd in our report for 1854, to the state of 
many rivers, tliough small cijiiiparatively, yet capable of 
producing much value, if individual interest were created 
in them sufljcicnt to induce their protection and culti- 
vation. Legislation would be necessary to accomplish 
tins; and having before made the suggestion we bcLr 
again to call attention to it, a.s we believe it to bo a 
subject well worthy of attentive consideration, these 
rivers being at present a waste, capable of being con- 
verted into valuable sources of food aud wealth and of 
employment to many, and only requiring the enablinir 
power through the medium of the Legislature to become 
so. V\ ithin the last two years France has for the first 
time, permitted tho introduction of salmon from Great 
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BiUaiu and Ireland into her marlceta, free of duty, thus 
increasing the demand fur that article, in the production 
of which nature has secured to these countries a pre- 
eminence in this quarter of the globe, which it cannot 
be, expected will be superseded by artificial means, how- 
ever largely or successfully undertaken ; ami this con- 
sideration of increased demand for a natural production 
of the country should, we submit, be an additional in- 
ducement to turn such resources to the best account. 

J. Redmond Barky, 

Wm. J. Pfensell, 

Intpectiny Commissioners of Fidier-ies, 
Dated at Office of Public Works, Department 
of Pisheries, 3lst March, 1857. 



, Report of a Tour in Scotland, between tbe 

22nd August, aud the 13th September, 1856, 
by J. Redjuond Barry. 

Sir, — The Board having approved of a proposition 
that I should visit some of the principal fishing stations 
and rivers of Scotland, for the purpose of obtaining snob 
general information in regard to the sea and river 
fisheries as may hereafter be useful in the performance 
of our duties as Inspecting Commissioners of Pisheries, 
I proceeded to Glasgow on the 2Sth of August. I lost 
no time in seeking an interview with Mr. Thomas 
Anderson, of the Glasgow Fish Hall, having had an 
opportunity, on some occasions when he visited this 
country, of observing hla great intelligence aud expe- 
rience in theso subjects which constituted the great 
object of my visit. Mr. Anderson is an extensive fish 
merchant, whose opinion upon the nso of the trawl-net 
has been quoted in my Report on tho Devon Fisheries 
iul852, pp.l6andl7j ho is the renter of a great salmon 
fishery in Ireland, and a member of a family extensively 
engaged in fisheries in several parts of Scotland. 

I found him deeply engaged in the organization of a 
project for the establishment of “ A Great West of Scot- 
land Fishery Comjmny,” under the Limited Liabilities 
Act •, aud he kindly introduced mo to tbe solicitors, and 
some other persons promiueutin promoting tho object, 
with whom 1 bad some very instructive discussions, 
which greatly excited my surprise. 

It is asserted as an inducement to tho formation of 
this Company, that the condition of the western high- 
lands and islands is any thing but prosperous, aud conti- 
nues to be “ one of deep and painful interest to the gonc- 
“ral public, not only from the lapid decrease of the for- 
^‘merly numerous and hardy population, but from the 
“ increasing wretchedness of tboso who remain.” 

The cause of this is said to bo tho want of employ- 
ment for the population, arising cliiefiy from the absenco 
or imperfect application of capital ; while it is stated, on 
tlie other hand, that tho seas on the west coast of Scot- 
land, are known to possess an ‘'inexhaustible mine of 
wealth.” Not only are they said to contain greater 
shoals of fish than those of any other country on the 
globe, hut now to afford peouluia: facilities for making 
them available. 

_ This pictore was so very like what I have for some 
time been familiar with nearer home, that it furnished 
me with a subject for deep reflection and close inquiry 
during my tour; and boforo I venture to offer any 
opinion uponjthe correctness of those most unaccountable 
statements, in a land of enterprise, I must be permitted 
to state the results of my inquiries iu other places. It was, 
however, gratifying to learn that this effort at regene- 
ration was warmly taken up by some of tho leading 
nobility and gentry of the west coast, and that there 
existed the strongest reason to hope that so fer as this 
project was concerned, the question of an effectual 
remedy would be fairly tested; and as the project in- 
cludes all descriptions of fish and fishing, conveyauce hy 
steamers, the use of well vessels, and all otlier improved 
appliances, the preparation of cod-liver oil. and of arti- 
ficial manure, the supply of the fresh nmrkets aud the 
cure of surplus quantities, and is undertaken by prac- 
tical men of business, whose avowerl object is profit, it 
is earnestly to be hoped that tl\o scheme may prove to 
be successful ; and I have, since ruy return home, had 



much pleasure in furnishing Mr. Anderson with all the 
information possessed by our department, in return for 
bis kind and useful aid while 1 was in Glasgow. 

I endeavoured, in vain, to ascertain why, notwith- 
standing the enormous supplies of fish, not excepting 
herrings, that were to be found in the loughs and bays 
of the west coast, the great gathering of fisiiers should 
be fuund upon the shores of the North Sea, and I hesi- 
tated some time before I should determine wliether to 
proceed east or west; but having recouree to the uner- 
ring guide furnished hy tho statistics in the last Report 
of the Commissioners of British Herring Fisheries, I 
found that while the quantity of fish taken and cured 
on the east coast, from the Orkneys to the Tweed, 
amounted to 625, 05G baiTols, the whole west coast, witli 
all its bays, loughs, and islands, produced only 88,316 
baiTcls. [Sec Schedule 3, p. 14, Report for Pisherv 
of 1855.] ^ 

I felt also that it was only proper, before I attempted 
any minute inquiry into the working of the Scotch sys- 
tem, that I should wait upon the official authorities at 
Edinburgh ; and I accordingly proceeded there : and 
I am bound to declare that nothing could have been 
more kind or cordial than the reception which I met 
with from the Secretary, who readily furnished me with 
all the information I required, aud placed rao in com- 
munication with the principal executive officer, Mr Mil- 
lar, the Inspector-General, the same gentleman to whom 
we are so much indebted for his co-opemtion in tlio 
formation of our fishery stations in 1847. It is but fair 
to state, that to the period of my colleague’s visit to 
Scotland, in 1847, may be traced the foundation of a 
cordial intercourse between the superintending depart- 
meuts of both countries. The friendly demonstrations 
made by him were most kindly responded to by Sir 
Thomas Dick Lawder; and his successor, the Eon Mr. 
Primrose, has upon all occasions evinced dispositions 
not less friendly, and seems to appreciate fully the 
advantages to our common country of a continued 
friendly intercoumo between the two departments, 

The practical benefits of those feelings kvvo been 
fully illustrated in events which I shall have occasion to 
refer to hereafter, and I do earnestly Lope that very 
imporhiut results to our countrymen will arise from this 
holy league, so different from what I can remember. 

Haring learned at the Office of Pislicries that com- 
municaticios had been received from Dunbar, near the 
entrance of the Forth, announcing that a prosperous 
herring fishery was then going on, and that some com- 
plaints had been made of outrages committed on the 
nets and persons of some Irish fishers, I lost no time in 
going there, on the 30th August, and to my great sur- 
prise and gj-atification, I fouml that not less than thirty- 
two Arklow vessels, viz., twenty-six fishing boats, and 
six trading purchasing vessels, had exhibited that spirit 
of enterprise so desirable, by following the herrings to 
tho east coast of Scotland, nothing daunted by the failure 
of the East of Irdand Herring Fishery, iu the preceding 
summer. There were also ten Skerries vessels buying 
and curing in bulk. Some of the Arklow beats had 
returned home, in consequence of injuries sustained in 
their rets and buoys, which they attributed chiefly 
to the fishers from the Fife Coast. They admitted that 
the Dunbar people were most friendly, and that the 
authorities of the place had done every thing that ^yas 
possible to afford them protection and redress. 

The number of boats fishing from Dunbar, North 
Bei'wick, and Eymouth, was not loss than 500; and, 
considering that the fishing is all at night, it may be 
well imagined, with miles upon miles of netting, how 
hard it is to preserve order and to prevent collision. I 
was rather suT])rised to find that none of the Cornish 
or Manx boats, that had been equally unsuccessful upon 
our coast in tlie summer fisliery, were to be found at 
Dunbar, and one foreign vessel only, from Ostend, came 
to purchase and cure iu bulk. I had seveml interviews 
with Mr. Robert M'Intosh, the harbour m.oster, and 
Mr. Ritchie, the town clerk : both admitted that the 
general conduct and demeanour of the Irish fishers was 
most unexceptionable, and that the aggressions were 
generally committed by. Fife men. The Barbour affiiirs 
of Dunbar are managed under a local Act, 11th and 
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are levied amotmting to 
M ■ ^f'’ termed tithe.' A con- 

^derable additiou was made to the harbour by the 
biahery Board, but it seems to be quite insufficieut to 
accommodate the vast fleet of fishing boats occasionally 
re^rtmg to it. The importance of the trade may bo 
judged from the facts, that within the three days pre- 
ceding my visit not less than 1,200 tons of fresh herrim-s 
eqnal to 8,400 barrels, and not worth less than as luauy 
poimds, had been conveyed by the railway to Edinburgh. 

Dunbar is under the superintendence of the officer of 
the Eymouth station, who frequently visits it ; and on 
a representation of the facts, the “ Locust” steamer, in 
the service of the Fishery Board, was immediately 
sent there to afford her assistance in the preservation of 
order.^ Upon tlie whole, the Irish fi.5hers had reason to 
be satisBccI with the result of their trip ; .and the move 
which baa upon this occasion been made in their behalf 
IS, I trust, likely to insure them a more peaceable recop- 
nou ne.’ct year. They have found their way through the 
Eorth and Clyde canal, which is sufficiently deep to 
admit of vessels drawing S^- feet of water. 

The distance from Frith to Frith is thirty-five miles, 
the time occupied is about two days, and the tolls and 
cost of horse for each of the boats is about £4. Tho 
tolls cliargeil on herrings brouglit through either way 
are reduced lately to 2s. 11c?. per ton; but our people 
generally find it their interest to sell on the spot, and 
thus docs fi,sb captured by Irish adventurers swell the 
columns of the Scotch reports. I consider this canal of 
infinite value to our Irish fishers who have the enter- 
prise to follow their game ; without it they should cither 
go through the Caledonian canal, or round throuvh the 
Pentland Frith, which was the course hiken by the first 
boate that attempted this fishery. I could not help 
^ploring the great difference in appoavaneo between 
the bcotch boats and those of our poor countrymen, the 
great superiority both in construction and outfit is 
quite obvious. Tbc best that I saw were the Newhavon 
boats, _ and with a view to obtaining information on that 
veiy important point, I visited the place ; there I saw 
them of all sizes, completed aud at work, as well as in 
^ogross m the shipwright’s yard. Having found out 
Mr. itobert Bernardo, a respectable boat builder, I ascer- 
toined the followiug particulars : tho boats vary iu size 
Irom 19 to 21 feet keel, about feet aloft, 9 to 10 feet 
beam, and 4 to 5 feet deep ; they are all what is tei-mcd 
clinker-bmlt, and sharp both at stem aud stern : they are 
light, _ and planlied with ^-ineb lareli; the cost of tho 
linli IS from £18 to £20, if copper-fastened, about £2 
more ; with materials, they are under £30. They have 
two masts and lug sails. (See accompanying drawinn 
and estimcUe.) '' 

At Nowhaven, whore there are about 200 such boats 
they are generally hauled up on the boacb, when not at 
^a. it takes ten men to move them irri or down 
llie crews generally consist of four men. The herring 
fishery IS their great Imrvest, but they also fish with 
spilliards and W hues ; and it is quite cheering to see 
the Lewbaven fishwives at their doors either bnitin"- tho 
hooks or mending nets. Tho only fixed engine, s which 
they use are turbot nets of fine twine, seven inches fronr 
knot to knot, or fourteen inch mesh. They are generally 
seven meshes deep, about sixty fathoms long, with corks 
at top, and heavy stones fixed by loops about two 
tathoms asunder. 

• .Sf trawling vessel is scarcely known 

in the Frith. This seems to me to be about the most 
prosperous fishing community I have ever seen In 
their contiguity to Edinburgh, their orderly habits 
gi-eat persevering industry, and the indefatigable co- 
operation of their women, all combined, one can easily 
Imd tlie causes of their success. 

^le sbipwriglit whom I have before referred to, Mr 
ionei't Kpi-nm-rf/, i . 



smoking houses at Leitb, in company with Mr. Millar, I 
determined to proceed northward, and reached Aberdeen 
on the 4th of September, having visited Montrose and 
Stonehaven. My intention was to have cnde.avourod 
to catch the IViclc Fishery before it broke up, but the 
weather bocame very tempestuous j aud finding that the 
several fleets of fishing boats to the southward of Aber- 
decn had nearly all closed their season, I went no farther 
north. Tho fishery was, generally considered, notwith- 
standing a great deficiency at Orkney, to have exceeded 
that of 1855, by fully 10,000 ciuiis. 

The agreements witii the fishery crews generally 
tei-niinate with the first week in September, ami I was 
afforded an opportunity on the night of Friday, the 5th, 
of witnessing, at Stonehiivon, a very joyous scone, when 
the several crews whose boats had' gone awav wore 
parting for their respective homes. I saw qnice‘'onourrh 
to impress me with the vast importance, the great magni- 
tude of the herring fishery on the cast coast of Scotland 
It IS (juite evident that a great deal of cxcitoiiicnt and 
anxiety prevails among poi-sona interested in tho trade 
on the subject of the proposed abolition of the branding 
system, and consequent reduction of the Fishery Estab- 
lishment. The subject being at present under the con- 
sideration of a. Commission appointed by the (fovoramont. 
It would not be becoming in me to venture any opinion 
upon tbe expediency of relinquishing altogether the 
practice of branding ; but I should not only fear that the 

absence ofansuperiatendenco would bohighlyprcjudicial 

to the British fisheries, but would tend to diminish 
materially the hopes which I have formed of seeing the 
growing germ of an enterprising spirit on tho part of 
our own east coast fishermen not checked in iU bud 
fsotwitbstanding the high standard of moml conduct 
which I am willing to recognise in our North British 
neighbours, I should bo very unwilling to adviso Irish 
lishermcn to resort to many pai-ts of the coast of Scot- 
^ m’ ” pi'osout establisiniieiifc bo oxtino-uished 
The steady periodical re.sort of the great shoals of 
hemngs to the east coast of Scotland, for tlio last fifteen 
years, goes far to contaidict tho general belief in tho 
capncious^migratoiy habits of that fish; but althougli 
’ tlipsboresofthoNortli Sea, 



V..1V.UX nave oeiore reierred to, Mr. 
itohert Bernardo, would willingly talie orders for the 
construction of auy number of boats such as I have 
described ; and 1 question very much whether any 
parties about to undertake the fishing trade could do 
better in tins country. He is well supplied with seasoned 
inatcnaJs, and the same scarcity of hands in the boat- 
building trade does not exist as upon the Irish coast. 

Alter having visited the principal curing and herring 



they keep thoir grqun.l njion tiio snores ot tho North Sea 
they trcqucntlyyary their position, soinotiaics abounding 
on the shores olCaitliiicss, and asfar north as thcOrkiicvs 
and soinotiincs on the shores of Aberdeen, Kim-ardiuo! 
Forfar, l-i{o,_aud Haddington, and us far south as the 
i weed. It IS an object of great importance to the fishers 
to be made acquamted speedily with tho most favourable 
ovalities. Along tho whole cast co.a5t there are stationed 
Hitelhgent officers. ■ whoso duty it Is to communicate 
constontly with the head quarters at Ediiiburgli; and 
the facilities afforded by tologranh would enable the 
authorities there to inform us of tlio movciuonts of the 
b.sii. 1 hat there is a cordial disposition to afford us 
every possible aid, I entertain no doubt; and I ,am sau- 
piiiie in the hope that the exanii>lc of last season would 
under such _circum.stanccs, and with coiifidouoo in due 
protection, induce many a<lvcnt.irors. from our shores 
notwithatanding the charge of “ MicZowt/aife indolence” 
to participate in the great harvest of the Scotch herring 
fishery and finally teach them habits which nothin "■ but 
success can produce. Since my I’cturn'froin 
Scotland I have Icarneil that the Arklow men having 
man^T expenses, not less than £8 f 

man, had resolved upon making a similar trial next 

mpioMng.u,o,t boats and geari but ebon oni- pooj 
fisaotmcE can appnnciato tbc advantages of tho ejistonoo 
instrncS 'Icpartmci.t, avhosc officora are 

insltueicd to do equal jnsl.ee, and affiird to tbom 
assistance, advice, aud protection. 

Cod and Ling Fishm’y. 

to nf the trade is cl, My cenrined 

to the Orkneys, the Western, and tbe Shetland Isles ■ the 
quantity omed and dried in these places being 4.4C4 tons 
t^i 1 ?rl f Scotland it aimnutod only 

quantity, 373 tons. No eo.l or ling appears to have 
been barrelled or cured in pickle on any part of tbc west 
coast or tbc islands, only upon the oiuit coast, south of 
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Wick, and the whole quantity is only 6,316 barrels. 
The total export to Ireland last year of cod and ling was 
only 059 tons and 25 barrels ; while tlie total export to 
Ireland of herrine-s was 9.>,569 ban-els, and 2,746 crans 
in bulk, and the foreign export, for the same time, was — 
344-, 887 barrels of herrings, and 793 tons of dried cod 
and ling. 

The comparatively small import of Scotch cod and 
ling into Ireland may be considered to indicate that our 
native jnodisction of th.at article wisa not inconsiderable ; 
and it is a gratifying fact that wo have produced the 
article largely, and, of late years, of a greatly improved 
quality i hut prime dsh of that sort is only used by the 
more iinlepcudent classes, and there is a large import of 
Newfoundland fish, to the flavour of which our workiii'T 
classes appear to have become familiarized, though it is 
said to be only the refuse fish from that colony, after 
the prime stuff was selected for the continenbil markets. 
1 much regretted having beeu obliged to chise niy tour 
•without visiting some of the islands on the west and north 
coast ; bnt having had to see some of the princijial rivers 
before the salmon fishing season dosed, I was obi iged to 
defer to another time, or probably to leave to other bauds, 
the further prosecution of those interesting inquiries. 

Salmon Fislienes. 

My first visit in connexion with this important object 
•was to the establishment of Mr. John Anderson, Koyal 
Fish Btnporiitm, No. 106, (Jeorge-street, Edinburgh. lie 
is the brother of our Glasgow friend, very extensively 
engaged in the ti-ado, and the renter of several larse 
salmon fisheries. Fron him, as indeed from every person 
to whom I applied for infonnatiou while in flcotland, I 
experienced the most courteous reception, and received 
the most candid and straightforward information. It is 
a fact deserving of being recorded, that without a single 
introduction, I found my official cai-d a passport quite 
sufficient to -secure for me everywhere the most correct 
information in reference to the object of my visit. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Anderson, 1 first proceeded 
to Stirling, on the Forth, near which he rents a fishery 
&om the Corpoiutiou of Stirling. He fishes it wi thdi^augh t 
nets, and with a cruiveweir, evidently of great antiquity, 
about two miles above Stirling. I have seldom seen a 
more rude or primitive structure of its kind ; -the wall 
stretches across the wliole breadth of the river, having 
but one taking aperture, and no free gap : however, high 
floods generally pass over it, and often make breaches j 
thesecasnal occurrences, and the weekly open from sunset 
on Saturday to sunrise on Monday, furnish the only means 
during the fishing season for the passage of the fish. The 
quantity taken is small for so fine a river, but the quality 
uncommonly fine, and the size large, running as high in 
weight as 20 to 30 lbs. Mr. Anderson has about five 
miles of river, for which be pays a rent of ^1,100 a- 
year, on lease for five years. He is bound to keep the 
•weir in order. 

The Forth is considered the third river in Scotland, in 
extent inferior only to the Tay and Clyde ; it is said to 
be ninety miles from source to sea, and is supplied by 
some magnificent lakes in the West Highlands, and by 
several tributaries, especially the Allan and Teith. In 
Stirling the belief is that it is too closely fished. The 
fence months are from the 15th September, to the 1st 
February, which is the nniforra time for all rivers 
north of the Tweed and Solway. 

The net fishing is much more prodnetive than the 
oruive. The Teith is the most important tributary of 
the Forth, and being the river upon which the celebrated 
Mr. Smith has furnished a model for salmon passes, at 
Deanston, I had great cause to regret my inability to 
•visit that very interesting object. The Teith is said to 
be an unusually early river, and used formerly to open 
on the 10th December, but is now subject to the uni- 
form season with the parent river. Most persona com- 
plain greatly of this, and would open earlier, and close 
not later than the I5th August, giving the remainder of 
the month to anglers in the upper waters, as an induce- 
ment to exercise their influence in preservation. The 
principle seems to be universally recognised in Scotland, 
that no quantum of stipendiary supeiinteodence can 
equal the moral influence aud united cordial exertions 



of the upper proprietor.? ; and that if their valuable aid 
coiiU be secured, the increased supply would, more than 
tenfold, compensate for the extension of time in the 
close of the season for rod fishiug. The importance 
of this system of moral police is so fully appreciated 
that several persons commercially interested in fishing 
with productive engines, talk very calmly of the 
expe«lioHoy to permit angling all the year round, under 
certain restraints, using the artificial fly only, anil, 
above all things, interdicting cross-lines or bait fching’ 
aii.l_ increasing the penalties and precautions against 
having foul fish in possession. 

From Stirling I proceeded to Perth; and if the 
beauties of the splendid Tay were •not sufficient induce- 
nieiit, I was amply rewarded in the society of that intel- 
ligent and excellent gentleman, Mr. Robert Buist, who 
mayaimosf. be styled at present the father of the Scotch 
salmon fisheries, and from whose correspondence my 
colleague and 1 have derived so much pleasure and 
instruction. Mr. Buist and his son accompanied me to 
the breeding ponds at Stormoiifield, about three niilpfi 
above Perth, near the celebrated palace of Scone, on the 
Tay._ This river, from its source iu Argyleshire to tho 
sea, is said to be over 100 miles in length, supplied by 
numerous lakes and tributaries, and is considered the 
queen of Scotch rivers. The very interesting object of 
artificial propagation, which has bore been conducted in 
the utmost perfection, under the able direction of Mr. 
Buist, and of tho resident manager, Mr. Marsliall, occu- 
pied much of the time that I was enabled to afford to 
this locality. 

The breeding ponds are about twenty miles from the 
estuary of the Tay, on the east side of the river, and 
thirty miles from the sea ; they cover above two imperial 
acres of a flat inch or link, a few feet removed from the 
river, and supplied with water from the mill-lade of 
Stormoiifield mills. Three hundred boxes •were laid 
down in twenty-five parallel ro-ws, each box partly 
filled -with clean gravel and pebbles, and protected at 
both ends with zinc grating, to exclude trout and 
insects ; filtering beds were formed at the head and 
foot of tho ro^ws, and a pond for the reception of the 
fry was constructed immediately below the hatching 
ground, The ground should be a tenacious soil, or if 
it be gravelly, it should be well paddled, which is 
expensive. In the close of November, 1853, and before 
Christmas, over 280,000 ova -were deposited in the 
boxes taken from the spawning beds in the river. In 
the following April and May, the greater portion of the 
ova exhibited clear signs of life; in June they were 
transferred to the pond, the average size being about 
an inch and a-half in length ; and then commenced 
the necessary process of feeding them with bruised 
or powdered boiled liver either of oxen or sheep, but on 
no account of pigs. They very soon become capable of 
deriving sustenance, aud apparently great pleasure 
from food, which is regularly provided for them twice 
a day, and consumed voraciously. During tho winter 
of 185-4 they progressed favourably, though the weather 
was extremely severe, and their size increased to an 
average of three to four inches. In the close of May, 
tho sluices were opened, and a large body of the fish, 
then evidently smolts or fry, took their departure for 
the Tay; a certain portion, amounting to over 1,000, 
having been previously marked, cutting off the lower 
dorsal fin; and between that aud the following Au- 
gust, twenty-two only of the fish so marked have been 
captured, •varying in weight as tho time a,dvanced, 
from 5 to 9 lbs. Great care must be taken to prevent 
the effects of frost ; iron chafing grates with coals are 
used for the purpose during severe frost, and it becomes 
necessary sometinres to break holes in the ice to give 
air, and to allow for feeding. 

This migration of smolts was in May, 1855, fish that 
had come to life in April, 1854 ; and in May, of 1856, 
some returned as salmon, 12 tol4i lbs. It is however 
an extraordinary fact, that while this fish were return- 
ing of this weight, others of the same brood were going 
off as smolts of not an ounce weight, from six to eight 
inches long, having remained in the ponds as pars till 
the following Spring, when they first exhibited their 
changed coats and went off. 
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The migration of 1S56 began early in May of this 
year : about 200 were marked with rings, and 500 were 
cut in the tail ; the rings, of silver wire, were inserted in 
tile fishy pwfc of the tall, above the caudal fin, and must 
nave caused great torture continuously to the animal- 
the smolts went off at about six inches long, two years 
olo. i lie par were allowed to go out at fourteen months. 
About ascox-e of those whose tails were cut, returned 
as grilse but none of those that had been marked witli 
rings. It is bellovcd that they lose the rings as they 
incr^se m size, tliat supuration had been produced, and 
the fish injured. There wore two instances ouly of 
majked fish of the Tay, having been taken in the Forth. 
Ibis result has not been very cuconraguig, but tbe 
parties interested in the experiment arc in no decree 
disbcattenccl, they still persevere ; ami consi.leiing'’tlie 
great rare bestowed on the undertaking, there is no 
doubt that althongb the vary important practical results 
anticipated in the increase of the stock in rivers may 
not be fully realized, some veiy obscure and hitherto 
UDaccountalle leatures in the uatui-al history of the fish 
arc likely to be rendered more inteiligible. Ko care or 
pains have been spareil to give tbe experiment fair play ; 
the only thing that seemed defective was the mode of 
marking the fish, which with rings I thought cruel, 
and by cutting the tail not likely to be distiuguisbablo 
when the fish increased in size. 

The gravel in the canals and boxes is frequently taken 
out and cleansed, in order to destroy the iarvic of the 
May-fly, which is very destructive. 

The appetite of the little creatures greatly increases 
with their growth : they sometimes consume as much as a 

bullocks liywaday. Some remarkable facts have been 

proved which thoroughly reconcile the apparently con- 
flicting theories of Shaw, of Drimilanrig, and Toiiug, of 
^yei-shin, .as to tho periods when tbe smolts descend. 
It having been proved that, of the same brood some will 
appear to have attained the migratory maturity a full 
year earlier than others, and that tliero is, without any 
Jcuown cause, a marked diflbrence in the sizes of fish 
of the same age Mr. Peter Marshall, the .superintendent 
01 the btormonheld ponds, is a most intelligent person ; 
he would willingly undertake to train persona iutended 
lor a similar pui-suit. After the emigration of the 
smolts in May last, it was determined to clear cut and 
cleanse the ponds, when a large river trout was found 
absolutely gorged with young fiy. I have met nobody 
who dissented from the opinion that they were amony 
the most voracious destroyers of the youug salmon . ° 

Ihe very interesting experiments at Stormonfield. 
though conducted ou a scale of strict economy, have 
cost not leas _t^n £500, a very small sum indeel when 
compared with tho great national benefits likelv to 
solution of some mysterious points. 
The fishings both in the Tay and Earn wore greatly 
complained of while I was at Perth. Notwitlistandinf. 
the removal of the fixed engines, the stock of fish does 
not seem to increase, The price on the 4th September, 
waa Is. 3<e. for salmon, and Is. 2d. for grilse. 

In the Spey also the take was complained of, and the 
Duke of Riclmiond had wisely detemined to close the 
ryver a fortnight before the termination of the season, 
lushing tarmmated on the 1st September. Here is 
the benefit of concentrated control in an individual 
proprietor. It is true that although there are sevoi-al 
propnetora upon the Tay, they generally act conjointly 
and the affairs of the river ai-e well managed. Bv a 
decision of the House of Lords, in 1817, stake nets 
were abolished within the bar of tbe river, and within 
‘“"eased from 

I ? reached in 

1»2U5 but as other ingenious appliances for capture were 
introduced, they progressively declined, and in 1842 
tlMV were lo„ £9,000; the™ i. still a general’ 
ieelmg m favont ot a cnrbilment for tho first fifteen 
(lajsin Bepteniber, ttlich many would add to the earlv 
paj't ot the season. Tho fish is admitted to bo not in 
prime rendition in September. I loft Perth, or rather 
Mr. Heist, mtli regret, haying learnt mote from him in 
a few honra than 1 ever did before in as many months 
Passing oyer my Wied visile to tho North and 
bouth Esk, and the Dee, where I might, if time had 



permitted, liavo obtained much information, I come at 
once to the Tweed, said to be one of the most carefully 
m-inagod, and yet the most rapidly declining rivers in 
Dreat Britain. 

I arrived in Berwick on the 10th of September. My 
first visit was to Mr. Willi.ain Paiileii, forty-three years 
manager of tlie_ fisheries for the Berwick Shipping Com- 
pany; from this iiitolli^eiit gentleman I experienced 
the same ready disposition to iiflbrd mo every informa- 
tion._ lie is a imm of great experience, and his com- 
mumcations were deeply interesting. 

I have for a long timo very .litlidcntly ventured to 
doubt tho correcLiio.ss of the theory which generally 
prevails, that smolts return the samo year as grilse, 
haying attaincil a most incredible increase in size and 
mouths. Tlio question was the first 
which I discussed with Mr. Pauleti, and with Mr. Lillie 
Euperintemleiit of tlic fisheries for the Corpomtion, and 
Ins stateineiit was as follows: 

lu May, 1850, ho marked several hundred .smolts, 
averaging about four inches, and weighing about an 
ounce, before their departure to the sea. None returned 
that he could find that year. In July, ISgi, two of 
the marked fish, which he could identify from tho wires 
returned, weighing respectively 4 lbs. and 44 lbs.; the 
wires had in this ea.se been inserted in the tail, close to 
the fishy part. In 1855, ho marked another batch of 
seveiul hundred; none returned that year, bnt in the 
month cf July of this year (1856), he got one only 
weighing 6| llis. He believes the smolts are always 
two years old l:tefore they migrate to the sea. 

The season of tliu Tweed is from 14th February to 
i4tli October, but fishing seldom commences before 
Ju^, and the fish are quite good till middle of October. 

Rod fishing is permitted to 7th of Novembor. The 
sMraim of the Tweed average through the season about 
Id lbs. : in the commcncemeufc they are S lbs., in the end 
lb to 17. The price on the 11th Sopteiubcr, was— ^ 
salmon 15lrf. ; grilse, 14-4J. ; trout, lOtf. 

Ihe grilse stated by Mr. Liilio to have returned in 
July, Ibob (22nd), weighing CMbs. was produced to 
me by Mr. Georgo Toimg, preserved in spirits; in this 
case the mark or ring hml been inserted in the cover of 
tlm gills for the first time. No fish -was iniirkod in 
fishe% Roxborough’s 

seven rmars, from 1845 



February, half month, 
Morclj, 

April, . . . [ 

May, . . . .’ 

June, . . . . 



JUS 



July, . 
August, 
September, . 
October, 



Grilse, proportion of 1,000 fish 

• ■ . • 1 I September, . 

in OeWt, . 

July 

August, . , .408 



Average v 

February, 
March 
April, 

May, 

June, 



ight of salmon, for seven years 

Ibt. 02. I 
8 14 I July, 

August, , . 1 

September, 

October, . 



Average to end of June, 
July to October, 



Average weight of grilse for seven years— 



May, 

June, 

July, 



12 10 
14 2-} 

14 164 

15 U" 



6 24 
5 lOJ 



Average to end of June, 
July to October, 



6 8 



1846 ooiMidemWy since 

Thatjwity., Its?; 3s’S 

lu 3862, . . 5,808 28,902 

In 1854, . . 15,299 )6,739 32.846 

la 1865, , . 6,329 13,952 23,786 
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In former years tlio fislierics of tlie Tweed used to 
produce an average of £20,000 a-ycar, and aotwith- 
standing tlie high price of fish it is now scarcely worth 
£6,000. One-tifth of the gross rents is applied to up- 
holding a police force for protection, hut it is insuflicient; 
the slaughter during the nights of the close season is 
dreadful ; the breeding fish rim up very far on the river 
to spawn. The Tweed is said to e.'cceed 100 miles from 
source to sea, and to nnwatcr neatly 1,700 miles of 
country. Its breadtii for over tu’enty miles, as far as 
Kelso, is seldom under 400 feet ; and it is very remark* 
able as a beautiful angling river, in the upper waters; 
but every means are resorted to, to destroy the fish on 
the spawning grounds — nets, rods, and leisters are all 
put in requisition for this purpose. A Jernlly feud 
seems to subsist between the upper aud lower heritors; 
and the poachers, availing themselves of the want of union 
between those parties, aud angry with the pro])riutors 
for exclusiveness, omit no opportunity of doing mischief. 

Mr. Alexander Mitchell, superintendent of wator- 
bailifis, on the river, to whom I am indebted for much 
information, assured mo that such was the state of war- 
fai-e on the jmrt of the poachers in the remote districts 
of the river, that it is not possible to procure lodgings 
for the water-bailiffs, and tliat they have been driven to 
the necessity of providing portable iron houses. Al- 
though this river is the subject of distinct regulation,. 
11th Geo. IV., cap. 34; and Cth Wm. I'V^, cap. 65, it 
appears to he in a more disjointe<l state than any of the 
rivers governed by the general laws. . 

Each of the two opposing parties contemplates the 
introduction of a new fishery hill next session. It U 
much to be hoped that some measure may be adopted 
calculated to produce a more harmonious state of things 
than at present exists, for on that every thing depends. 
The disunion and jealous feeling which subsists too often 
among the difiereut classes of persons interested iu a 
river, and not less the too stringent spirit of exclusive- 
ness which sometimes prevails, will surely be found to 
generate a spirit of destructiveness fatal to the interests 
of all ; this evil is felt most severely where individual 



or several rights are not clearly defined, nor distinguish- 
able from those of the public. 

In our Report of 1S55, Appendix, p. 10, under the 
head of “Cultivation of Unproductive Fisheries,” the 
Inspecting Comiiiisaioners expressed an opinion that new 
sources of wealth and amuaenient may be produced by 
the adoption of some plan for the concentration of 
scattered and tindcfincd rights on small rivers, so as to 
give to some enterprising individual or coliective body, 
an interest in doing that which no single imiiviilaal 
coneorned could efl'cet. I did not omit to bear this 
subject in niiiid in my progress through Scotland, or to 
discuss the question with several of those very intelli- 
gent persons whom it was my good fortune to have 
met; and T rejoice to say that the idea met very general 
approval, and seems to some experienced persons to ho 
Tci'y practicable; tlie great question is, how is it to 
be effected? The first step should he the clear ascer- 
tainment of the several rights of iudividuals and of 
the public in each of those rivers ; tlio ascertainment, 
by means the most searching, of the value of each 
division, and a snuimary power either to, sell the whole 
and to distribute the produce, or to fonu the whole 
body of owners iuto a joint-stock company, to manage 
the river tis if owned by ono person. Ko doubt there 
would be great opposition to such a measure from per- 
sons who have been heretofore encroaching upon tlioir 
neighbours, and enjoying nsuiped rights, though of 
little value; there are many suiull rivers not at pre- 
sent yielding in tlic aggregate £50 a-year, which 
would, if judiciously managed by one han<l, he worth 
ten times that sum ; this is fully exemplified in some 
of the small rivers in the Korth of Scotland, owned by 
a single proprietor. 

I am, dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

J. Redmosd Baest. 

. E. Hoemsbt, Esq., 

Office of Public Works, Department of Fisheries, 

29th September, 1S56. 



Appendix, No. 1. 

Great SouinEim ami Western Railway. 

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Westeru Railway for the year ending 31st December, 1S36. 
Salmon, 314 tons. Other kinds, 537 tons. Total, 851 tons. 



Mide.vnd Great Western Railway of Ibeiand. 



Return of quantity and description of Pish conveyed to 
Dublin from 1st Jan. to 31st Dec., 1856, inclusive. 



Description of Fisii. 
Salmon and tui’bot, . 
Lobsters, 

Oysters, .... 
Cod, hake, hendngs, dic.J . 



Tons. Cwfs, Qis. 
. 68 15 I 

. 121 0 0 
. 206 0 0 
. 487 15 0 



Total, 



, 883 10 



1 



Rates of Carriage of Fish. 

Salmon and turbot, . • 3s. per cwt. 

Lobsters, . . • .Is. Bd. do. 

Oysters, . . . • 29s, pet ton. 

Cod, hake, herrings, «S:c., . Is. 6d. per cwt. 



Great Southern and Western Railway. 



Rates of Carriage of Fish between Dublin aud the undermentioned Stations : — 
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appendix to the eepoet of the 



Appl 


Appbhdiz, No. 

OA,iom tor B,-L,»3, Rm,s, fa.. teedTtd by OoMsn.om,, 


District 01 Place. 


j Nature of Application. 


Observations. 


Coleraine District, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

BaUina District, 
Ballycastle District, 
Drogheda District, 
Irfitterkenny District, 
Lismore District, 
Drogbeda District, 
Ditto, . 

Belfast Longh, , 
Limerick District, 
Waterford Harbour, 
Kenmare Hirer, . 
Donegal Bay, 
Waterford District, 
KiUarney District, 
Sligo District, 

Cork District, 

Ditto, 

Ourane Rlrer. . 




Change of season for pollen. 

Change of season for salmon and trout. 

““ «” Oimmol »t »ls f 

S/n'g'SS.S'”'"'*'' ■' : 

Ditto, . . ■ ■ • 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Increase oflicence duties, ' ‘ 

Division of district, . 

To alter by.law of 2Sth October, 1854 
E.xtension of sc,ason for eel fisJiin*’ 

SSSfeS:" : ; 

Ditto, ..■••• 
Raising licence duties, ' ' ' • 

iJitto, 

Rising licence duties on roaiia to £}, 

K,usuig liccuce duties on cro« liiifie fL .r.T 

used in fresh water to .S, ' 

To stoN cross fishing untU 1st May hi each vonr ‘ 

To reduce size of meshes of nets, ^ ‘each year, . 


Not granted. 

Granted. 

Not gi-.mted. 

Not granted. 

Granted. 

Granted. 

Under consideration. 
Under consideration. 
Not gr.anted. 

Ditto. 

Granted. 

Not granted. 

Not granted. 

Not grunted. 

Qrantcil. 

Granted. 

Granted, 

Not granted. 

Not granted. 

Under consideration. 
Application withdrawn. 


Licence jnvntcd to 
William Poreman, 
LordC. Clintou, 


1 

Appesuix, No. 3. 

Lioenchs to form or plant OssTsa Beds 
P lace. 

. Ardbear Bay, 

. Berehavcn, County Cork, ! ’ ’ ' 


Date. 

Dst August, 1868. 
30th July, 1856. 



received by the tlTof 




11. BftUma, 

IS. Sligo, 

13- Ballysliannoii, 
14. tetterkenny, 
Id. LocdondeiTy, 
15*.Coleraiae, , 
10. BallyoaaUo, 
n. Droglieda, . 
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FISHERY COMillSSIONERS, IRELAND. 



. Kuue. 

Lord Charles Clinton, 
Thomas Ecclea, . 

A. C. Lambert, 
Samuel Hodder, 



Appendix, No. 3 — continued. 

AppLtcATros to form or plant Oister Beds. 

Ob^em'.ions. 

. BerelisTen. County Cork, .... Granted 
• Glengariffe Harbour, .... Under consideration. 
. Kulary Harbour. .... Ditto 

. Cork Harbonr Uitta 



Appendix, No. 4. 

Br-LA.TT3, Oeders, &c., made by the Comhissioners. 



District or Place affected by 
By-law, &o. 


Natoio of By-Law, Order, &c. 


Bate. 


Limerick District, between Kerry 
Head and Dunmore Head, 


Chance of se.'isoa, ...... 


30th July, 185S. 


Belibst Lough, . 


Trawling not to coiniuence before the 1st A-pril, and to 


ecaso on 1 st December ; and trawl rets prohibited at all 
times within a straight line, drawn from Castle of Catiick- 
fergus to Eockport, ..... 




DonecralEar, 


Trawling prohibited, with certain limits. 

Change of season, ...... 




Drogheda District, 




Coieraine District, 


iJitto, ....... 






Ditto, ....... 




Killarner District, 


Baking of licence duties, . . . . , 




Waterford District, 


Ditto, ....... 


Ditto. 




Mocins of E.iV£R3 defined. 
Caragh. Spiddle. 





No. 5. 

Conservators in Ii'olaad for the Years 1S65 and 1356. 







Number and Description of Licences s 


14 i 


laoG. 






1056. 

Amonut 

of 

Licence 

Duty. 


HE 


1S36. 

Total 
Amount 
recelrcA 
for Licence 
hi lasc. 


ia». 

^timber 

em- 

ployed. 




use 


orDeercesclietwe 
S66 and Le«6. 


• 


1 

1 


1 


1 


z. 

a 

e 


z 

1 

a 


X 

a 






5 


i 

X 

1 


.§ 


f 


M 


i 


s 

a 

? 


5 


1 

I 


ia Aiaonnt. 


In .linount. 


■4 

i| 

H 


mI 




































£ s. 


i. 


£ 8. d. 


£ >. d. 




£ 1. 


d. 


£ 1. d. 






19C 


1 




IS 


- 


- 


I 


1 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 




- 




152 0 




- 


152 0 0 


235 


10 10 


0 


~ 


91 




07 


- 


- 


ss 


- 


8 


- 


15 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 




- 




125 5 




- 


125 5 0 


301 


iO 


0 


- 


1 




eo 


78 


ISO 


11 


18 


1 


- 


1 


- 


0 


30 


G 


22 


- 


- 






378 0 




- 


378 0 0 


005 


0 


0 


- 


8 




80 


82 


17 


1 


- 


- 


- 


19 


r 


33 


17 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




370 15 




•10 0 0 


410 15 0 


400 


10 10 


0 


- 


15 




182 


24 


- 


30 


- 


- 


- 


0 


- 




- 


8 


- 


- 




- 




231 0 




- 


251 0 0 


502 


28 0 


0 


- 


26 




IB 


- 




10 


- 






1 








- 


- 


- 




- 




23 10 




- 


20 10 0 


82 


3 10 


0 


- 


8 




0 


- 


- 


13 








7 


- 






- 


- 






- 




30 10 




- 


SO 10 0 


111 


11 0 


0 


- 


23 




43 


- 




9 


- 


- 




7 


- 






- 




0 








73 10 




- 


73 10 0 


167 


- 




2 0 0 


~ 


- 


SB 


8 


3 


47 








3 


- 


e 


1 


5 


- 










183 18 




- 


183 15 0 


433 


13 6 


0 


- 


25 




101 


40 


22 


77 






IS 


37 


iJ 


82 




18 


ISO 




- 






OSS 0 




- 


980 G 8 


1,500 


188 11 


8 


- 


- 


100 


81 


0 




0 










- 






8 


0 










41 0 




- 


44 0 0 


95 


- 




8 0 0 


15 


- 


3-3 






U 






1 




- 






2 












71 10 




- 


71 10 0 


128 


10 10 


0 


_ 


22 




g 


- 




J7 






- 














- 








m 10 




- 


130 10 0 


100 


73 10 


0 


- 


36 


- 


01 














7 








10 


1'. 


- 


- 




- 


1ST 10 




- 


1.57 10 0 


175 


- 




- 


- 


5 


27 


- 




9 








4 






- 


2 


4 


- 








T2 10 




- 


72 10 0 


lOG 


12 0 


0 


- 


- 


25 


SO 


4 




8 






1 


17 








8 




- 


25 






210 0 




70 0 0 


280 0 0 


304 


27 0 


0 


- 


27 


- 


30 


1 




11 


- 




1 


4 


2 


1 




0 




- 




2 


- 


n 10 




- 


71 10 0 


132 


17 10 


0 


- 


27 


- 


C3 


10 




2 


- 


- 


3 


ai 




12 




1 




- 








410 10 




- 


410 10 0 


351 


11 U 


5 


- 




312 


41 


8 




44 


- 


220 




11 








4 


3( 




14 






201 10 




71 7 0 


362 17 0 


SBl 


34 0 


0 


- 


276 


' 


32 








- 


- 


- 


2“ 










3 


- 


- 






108 10 




- 


106 10 0 


16T 


5 IS 


0 


- 


7 


- 




14 


10 








- 


0 








_ 


40 










176 10 




- 


176 10 0 


820 


82 5 




- 


89 





Q employed is made np as follows:— 



Stake Nets, . . 4 

Head weirs, . . li 

Box,orlb,8io-{every S) 2 : 



Gep.Eye.&o. . 
Cogliills, ' 
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APPENDIX TO THE DEPORT OF THE 



Keport of Inspecting 
Ccnimissioners of 
I'islieriee lot 185(5. “ 



Appendix, 

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as 



Knnslior sail Naaio of Dlatrlct. 



2.— Wexford, . 



9.— Galway, 

10' — Ballynakill, 

103,— DuBgor, 
11.— Baliina, 



Wbetlicr the Take of Salmon 



6'- — Skibbereen, . 

C«.— Baalry, . . 

S-'*.— Konmaro, , . 



Satisfactory. Tbo salmon fisb 
erias luivo iuiprored, and 
goodproapeeb. 



The upper w.iters well stocked 
Willi breeding salmon; the 
take of uewfiaL in the liarbour 
and tideway, moderate ; in 
tliB fresh waters, gi'cat de- 
struction of breading dsb before 
and since the sensan opened. 

General state of tlie salmon 
fisheries U roiy good, and 
improving every season. 



A great improvement, and a 
further prospect; the run of 
Bpawninc hsh was much 
greater than any former year. 



Tlie take of 1 956 has boon moro 
jiroduetivo than jirocediiig 



More productive. 



About Ctf. per 111. 



From 1#. 7(i. to 2i. Id. 



Improving; a little improve- 
ment. 

C^od; thesalmon fislictioshaYo 
improved, and greater interest 
istiiken inlheirprotsctiou and 
propagation. 

I Much improved ; progressively 
I improving. ^ 



More productive. 



t the same a.s last yc.ar; 
as lar as t.io spiiug months 
are concerned, not improvud ; 
summer fishing very fair. 

Vary satisfactory : tlioy have 
coiisnlembly improved, ami 
exhibit unmiatakcalile indica- 
tion of still further improve- 



In a most promising state* a 
groat improvement, and every 
prospect of further improvo- 

A_ perceptible improvement 
since 1949. and every pros- 
pect of further improvement. 



Much improved, and very good 
I prospect, ® 



More productive, 

Tlie year Ifi.afi was twice os 
nmcli us preceding ycaw, for 
the last ton. 



The take of fiel, much greater About Cd. per lb. 
Ill IdSO tiian the lucecdinir ‘ 

Jiiar. ® 



About Is. per lb. 



About Zd. per lb. 
4J</. to 5d. per lb. 



Last year's catch having been 
only very little better than 
preoadiug year, wliich was 
much under the average, could 
not say that there has been 
any improvement. 



Not so good as the ptocoding 



j Eather less productive in tho 
take of spring fiah, owiiiv 
to_ the iirevaltuco of easterly 
winds, but considerably more 
productive in tlio take of sum- 
mer fish ; the summer fishing 
far surpassed tho most san- 
guine expectations. 

Last year has far oxcooded 
many former years. 



Conslderobly mote productive. 



From Off, lo 1*. 3J, per lb. 



I 

The tako of fish in 1B3G, a little 
v'nre productive. 



About 8<f. per lb. 



About Cif. per lb. 



From 4if. to 6if. per lb. 



About \d. per lb. 
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Appekdii. 



to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland. Report of Inspecting 

Commissioners of 



Whetber Salmon 
purebtsed cbieSr fm 
£zportitioD or Homo 
Cosfunptlon. 


The amount of Pn>- 
teetion during Close 
Season of I83G, OR 
compared vUh proceding 
yoarof ISSS. 


Whether tbeqeon- 
tlty of Breeding Fish 
dbssrred in the Bircn 
has been greotor or 
less than preceding 


^ Snggostlona 


Fisheries for 1856. 

Nninbor of Water 
BiUlffa on aa 
avciage emplo;eA 


Cbte&f home consnmp- 


Considocahle. 


Greater. 


Net fishing in upper wa- 
ters to he prohibited by 
by-law, and to stop in 
tideway, on 1st July; 
a clause to be introduced 
into present Putty Ses- 
sions' Bill to award fines 
and penalties os provided 
by Fishery Acta. 




Principally for exporta- 
ported. 


Much greater. 


Much greater. 


Change iu the close season, 
and probihition of fine 
nets through the whole 
year, above oertmn points 
in the river. 


About 11, 


Principally for exporta- 


Much the some. 


Tecy considerable. 






Almost exclusively for 
oxportatton. 


About the same. 


Never had so many 
breeding fish ; tbe 
number in the rivers 
at present exceeds that 
known for years. 


Extending the season for 
angling, and appropria- 
tiug tines as directed by 
Fianery Acts. 


34. 


ClueSy for exportation. 


Frotcclion hits been car- 
ried out 08 well os former 
years, but the payment 
of.tho expenses of fish 
passes has pTcvoutod as 
many builifis being em- 
ployed as on former year. 


Much greater. 


Increase of licence duties 
on alt engines to the 
maximum; and extend 
the season for angliiig. 


8 to 10. 


None for exportation. 


The same. 


Greater. 


Further extension of sea- 


2. 


Principally for exporta- 
tion; not OBeinahun- 
<iced for home con- 
sumption 


Much greater. 


Very large, and is 
thought much greater. 


Fines and penalties should 
go to their original source, 
the protection of the fiA 


3 in open season. 


Chiefly for exportation. 


Much the same. 


Much greater. 


Alteration of season as 
regards rod fishing; the 
person using a rod should 
be licensed, and net the 
engine itself; and any 
peraonfound fishing with- 
out licence in a river 
frequented by salmon 
should he liable to pe- 


13. 


Almost exclusively foe 
exportation. 


Amount of protection 
about the same. 


Greater. 


“ 


41. 


Chiefly for exportation; 
owing to the high price 
of spring fish very little 
is purchased foe home 
consumption. 


Much greater; the amount 
paid to water bailifii in 
iiiSfi, was £626 Us., and 
in 1866, £031 6s. 8t/. 


0 

1 

1 


- 


AboutyO in thecloH 
season, and 60 in 
the open season. 


ChieSy for exportation. 


Much on the same average. 


fifuch greater. 


- 


From 60 to 100. 


About one-half for ex- 
portation. 


Protection eguot to for- 


Much greater. 


Fines and penalties to go 
to their original sonree 
the protection of tiie fish- 


SI. 


Nearly all for oxporta- 


More protection during 
last seosou than on any 
preoeding seasou. 


Much greater. 


- 


From 40 to 60. 


Chiefiy for exportation. 


Much the same. 


Much the same. 


Tlie Conservators refer to 
tbe various resolutions 
on the subject of requircii 
change in the mesnes o: 


About 260. 



c 
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Report of Inspecting 
Commissioners of 
Ksheries for 1866. 



Appendix, 

Abstract of Statemkktb from Boards of ConserTators as 



Kombct itnd Kane of Distiot 



12.— Sligo, , . 

18.— BaliyshaDnoD, 

14.— Lottsrkeany, 
15'. — Londonderry, 

15*.— Coleraine, . 



16.— Ballycastle, . 



17.— Drogheda, . 



The inland fisheries improving 
to a great extent 

Appearance good; they hare 
I improved, Md ace likely to 
imptcve. 

I Rather improving ; a good 
' prospect. 



Whether the Take of Saimoi 
In 1S3C was morn or loss 
ptodnetive than in 18S6, 



Abont the s 



u preceding 



in good working 



jThis district i 

order; the waier uamtts are 
atteative.andare well nssisted 
by the Constaboliuy ; the 
salmon fisheries are improved, 
and a good prospect of further 
improvoment. 

I They have improved on the 
whole, and expected to con. 



r improvement is cs- Jlore productive. 



Further , , . 

neeted from the increase''^ 
breeding fish obsatved in the 
spawning bods. I 



Tlie war 1356 has been moro 
productivo tlion the former 



Moro prodoetive. 



Cannot say. 

About Sd. per lb. 

I About BJ. per lb . 

About Sd. per lb. 

From Clot, to Is. Id. per lb. 



About 1», Sd. per lb. 



ScHEDTOE o£ Licence 



Appendix, 

Duties payable in each District in 



1. Dublin, . 

2. Wexford, . 

8. Waterford, 
i. Lismore, , 

6. Cork, 

S'. Slahhereen, 
3* Bnutrj, . 
8*.Kenmore, 

7. Xiliomey, 

6. Limerick, 

0. Galway, . 

lot. Ballynaloll, 
lot. Bangor, . 

11. Bollina, . 

12. Sligo, 

18. Sallyshannon, 
14. Letterkonny, 
16'. Londonderry, 
15*.Coleraina, 

10. Ballycaslle, 

17. Drogheda, 



0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 

0 10 0 

0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 
0 10 

0 10 I 
0 10 ( 

1 0 I 
0 10 1 
1 0 ( 

0 10 { 

0 10 c 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 



2 0 
1 0 0 



ion 
1 0 0 
10 0 
1 10 0 
10 8 
10 0 
3 0 0; 



3 0 0 
2 0 0 I 



3 0 0 
1 0 0 



£ S. d. 
1 10 0 

0 15 0 

1 0 0 
0 13 0 

0 15 0 

0 10 0 
0 15 0 

0 15 0 
10 0 

1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 10 0 

0 15 0 

1 10 0 j 
0 15 0 I 



3 0 0 
1 10 0 
2 0 0 
1 10 u 



12 0 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
2 0 0 
: 10 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0, 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 ( 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 



3 0 0 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 

1 10 0 

1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 

1 10 0 j 

2 0 0 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
8 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 
8 0 0 
1 10 0 I 



C. Tminnio] 

Nets 

for I’ollon. 



.C ». cl 
.1 10 0 

0 15 0 

1 0 0 
0 15 0 

0 16 0 

0 15 0 
0 15 0 
0 15 0 
0 15 0 
10 0 

0 15 0 

1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 
1 10 0 

0 ID 0 

1 10 0 
0 10 0 
1 10 0 
0 15 0 



3 0 0 
1 0 
1 0 
10 0 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 



I 0 0 
J 0 0 
I 0 0 
! 0 0 
1 0 0 
. 0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 j 
0 0 
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No. 6 — continued. 



Afpendk. 



to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland — continued. 



'^hctliw Solmen 

^deportation or Homo 
Cousuuptloli. 


IIio amoontor Pro. 
tocilan duriag Closo 

comparod rritii preceding 
pear oCUSS. 


tVlicIhorlboqaaB- 
tityof Iln.-ediDg Fish 1 
obsorrod in Ibe Kirera 
hoH been greator or 


Soggestions 
from Coaserrators. 


Kambor ofWatet 
arorage cmploped. 


None pait'lissed foi ex- 
portation. 


Good protection by the 
proprietors, 


Much greater. 


- 


Prom 6 to 10. 


Chiefly for exportation. 


Protection abont the same. 


Greater, 


~ 


170. 


Almost all for exporta- 


The same amotmt of pro- 
tection. 




- 


About 50. 


Principally for exporta- 




Greater, 


- 


2S by Consenrators ; 
141) by Lessee of 
Foyle. 


About trro-thiida ex- 


Greater. 


Greater than for the last 
eioven years. 


It 'arouid be of material 
serricD to sanction the 
use of trammel nets for 
treat, at a licence duty 
of£l 10s. tobensedonly 
in Loi^h Neagh. 


About 42 employed 
by the Conserva- 
tors, and 20 Idy 
private parties. 


Two-thirda exported. 


Much the same. 


Greater. 


Cliange in season ; for sea 
nets to stop Sshing on 
12tb August; and ang- 
ling to commence on 1st 
PoBruary. 


3 permanent, anc 
15 during olose 
season. 


Primapally for exporta- 


Better. 


Bather less. 




7. 



Report of Inspecting 
Conunis^ners of 
Fislieriesfor 1856. 



No. 7. 
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appendix to tee report of the 



Appendix, 

Statu of the EeoBTuY of FisHina Yssaiia on the Coast of Irelamd to let January, 1857, pursuant to the 



07 D^TBICT 


XoniDAnns. 


Ecgiatetini Olllonr. 


IrtC 


lasg emplvToa 
in 18SG. 


3s(l Cioas employed 
in 185C. 


j To 


al employed 


lit Class employed 
In 18S7. 














Boy 


.'Vesse 


. Men. 


jsoy 


.jVcasol 


Men. 


Boy 


. Vessel 


. Men. 


Boy 




Dublin, 


Fiom Whip of Wata 
Nib., to the Breaches 
Soutli. 


J. A. Shears, 


35 


17 


30 


15; 


417 


30 


207 


018 


80 


00 


183 


53 




Arklow, 


From the Breaches, to 
SlLiioe River. 


J. Bowie, , 


2S3 


1,309 


117 


99 


3f)5 


04 


324 


1,704 


181 


333 


1,325 


110 




TVesford, 


From Sluice Diver to 
Bannow, Co.Wexford 


P. CampbeU, 


47 


330 


s 


173 


639 


31 




010 


30 


47 


0 


328 




Watej-ford, 


From Bannijw to Bnlly- 
voileBriclge, Co. Water 
ford. 


W. G-. Mansfield, . 


47 


173 


20 


333 


OOl 


00 


300 


1,138 


TO 


.48 


ITS 


10 




Yonghal, 


From Ballyvoile to 
Ballywiiliom Cove, 


T. World, . . 


60 


481 


43 


334 


1,300 


14.') 


303 


1,870 


188 


60 


404 


41 




Queanstown, 


From Reddington, Ring 
Point, to BaUrwilliam 
Flat Head, Horse 
Head. 


W. N. Loolryer, . 


48 


178 


10 


270 


8.08 


78 


334 


1,031 


63 


50 


180 


n 




Einsale, 


From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge. 


J. A. St. Leger, . 


70 


080 


80 


010 


3,003 


SO 


588 


3,738 


130 


40 


247 


33 




SkibbcL-eeo, . 


From Holljinchy Bridge 
to Three Castle Head. 


0. K. Jackson, 


84 


180 


34 


404 


1,401 


313 


408 


1,081 


34? 


30 


170 


18 




^liitelioree, 


From Hires Castle Head 
to GicugorifT. 


W. TownsanJ, 


1 


0 


2 


40 


135 


15 


41 


141 


17 


- 


0 


2 




Castletown, . 


From Shot Head to 
Sneem, Co. Kerry. 


T. Hungerford, . 


C4 


227 


4 


1,087 


7,847 


127 


1,701 


8,074 


131 


04 


237 


4 




'^TeBtooTe, . 


Fi-oni Sneem to River 
Eroyknock. 


A. Kennedy, 


la 


40 


40 


170 


790 


20 


182 


700 


00 


11 


80 


- 




Knjghtstown, 


From Enagh River to 
Costloiuaine. 


W. Lyons, . 


] 


3 


- 


241 


1,103 


20 


248 


1,105 


20 


1 


8 


- 




Dkgle, 


From Cromone Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
uerville. 


- Hobart, 


13 


03 


3 


157 


708 


0 


170 


805 


0 


10 


40 


. 




Ballyheigue, 


’rom Blonnerville to 
Caslien River. 


J. L. Lawrence, . 


22 


101 


- 


33 


138 


- 


65 


830 


- 


23 


100 


- 
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FISHERY COMmSSIONERS, IRELAInD. 



No. 8. 

5th and 6fch Viet., cap. 106, showing 



the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since Jannary, 1856. 
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ass cmpl 
ntSSI. 
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employod 
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18iQ. 
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sr'*“ 
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Boys. 


Vessels, 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 


M... 


Boys. 


V«»k. 


Mod. I 


Boys. 


15C 


022 


-30 


215 


705 


S3 


8 


87 


3 


- 


- 


_ T 


102 


407 


02 


325 


1,732 


177 


1 


- 


- 


- 


62 


S 


714 


31 


- 


7C1 


30 


228 


530 


- 


103 


- 


.3 


_ b 


250 


OQO 


52 


304 


1,144 


71 


4 


11 


1 


- 


- 




339 


1,4.37 


71 


405 


1,001 


112 


12 


25 


- 


- 


- 


70 


220 


870 


85 


270 


1,055 


00 


- 


24 


13 


45 


- 




414 


2,170 


88 


454 


2,423 


121 


- 


- 


- 


184 


1,335 


13 


037 


3,047 


301 


682 


8,217 


310 


104 


1,036 


- 


- 


- 


28 


3T 


00 


22 


37 


102 


24 


- 


- 


7 


4 


39 


- 


1,087 


7,847 


127 


1,751 


8,074 


151 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


131 


088 


4 


146 


721 


4 


- 


- 


- 


37 


3, 


02 


201 


1,170 


45 


265 


1,170 


45 


23 


74 


16 


- 


- 


- 


100 


520 


- 


110 


500 


- 


- 


- 


- 


60 


240 


0 


33 


128 


- 


65 


228 


- 


- 




- 


- 


1 


- 



liBlannj of OboerTstiooa mijo bj Inspecting Com- 
rauickK of Coast-Goardn and other Beffistecing 



c esn^ltioQ of the Pishing Eeubliahmcnt improriag, 
and signs «f improrciiient. Th« fisheries more ninduc. 
tiro. The salmon fisUeriia not Imiirorcd, in new 
mothod of taking salmon. Ko disturbances of any 
kind. Tho habits of the fiahemim rory hir, genemUy. 

omeiithot impeored in boats and nela Very lilUs 
sign of imiircremont. lbs tako of fish botlcr than 
preceding year, hot not byony meins good. Seareeiy 
any »tmon in tbisdlstrict. NoCuting^ablithdisats. 
TbchiUjiis ofUioflaliennon gonoiallj ordoriy.eaeept in 



» ImproTcment. The take of fish abont the same, 
fbo salmou fishories bettsr than the fiinuor year, ^o 
iuriag Katabliihinents. No conaicts. The bablis of 



3 In the condition of the Fishing Establish- 

- Jdd tako of S Jt throoghout Isoti. Ko par- 

tloularimprorement In the salmon fisheries. Ke Curing 
Esubiishment. The kabiu of Che fisiiermen pcaccabio. 



fish less prodneti 
No Curing Establ 
orderly and pot 



t of the Fishing Establishment en 
gn of linnroieaient. lUs take at 
The a'lloion fisheries imoroved. 



... .ako of fish mseb the asms a 

hitherto. Saimen fisheries same os before. Ko Cerioi 
EftablLihnionts. No eenfiicts. Tlie habits of ib. 

able and orderly. The registry i 
r existing oiicamstsiiccs. 



croldably imperfect under e 



omployed, and less men, and Is Is 
tion rogardiiig tbo gear. The taka 

»T. ^ 



muon cno same eoaaition rogarauig tuo gear. The take 
of small fish bettor. No salmon taken, oxc^t In tbs 
boundary riren at Shei>nonI. Ko Curing Estibllsb- 
mont. No conflicts. Xoc fisbotmon peaceable sod 
orderly. 



On tbo doelicu, both as to Iioati and gear. No sign of 

..6 Corine K.UI.H.hn.0. 

lets. TUo habits o 



improToment. Tbo lake of fish IcsspioducilTs. Slim 
fishery not improved. No Coring KMabllshmenta. i 



Very unfliroitrablo condliion of Fiidiing Establlshmen 
Boats and gear in bad oondlUon. No sign of imuntre 
ment. ^0 take of fi^ mucli less {iroducUTD. N 



Tot in good condition. There appears to bo no sign of 
iinprovonicDt. No markod difierence in the (akeof fish, 
except in nmokcreJ, ubieh was rather abundant. Th* 
salmon fislicrics in liiis district are rerr limited. No 
new modmofcapluro hate been Intiednced. No Curing 
Establishnralsexist at present. AfcwtrlTlal dlspnius 
in I8»(i, but nocuiifliets. The fishortnrn are orderlysnd 
pcic.-ablc. The registtation is imperfect, owing to tho 
great numlmr of boats which haro gonoto min, as well 
M many which hivo changed owncrahli) cooiefiuont on 
emigration; on this account It is suggested that a now 
registration shcoid tako place, and that tbissbuuid bo 






ta. The fishermen psifootly quiet, orderly, end 
10 take of white fish 






Sprit.sailci boats and rowboats much worn ; bvtoanoei, 
which aro now here, are in good ocdcr. Ttke of fish 
much less produetlvo. No soiraen fishery in Ibis d!«- 
triet. Only one Caring Establishment. Ko eouflleta. 
Tho habits of tho fiabetmcB orderly. 



big has fhllon ^ tako oafish 1^ «Mpt 

sYor Uton place ; the fiihetsnon aro rery poaooable. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OE THE 



STATEoftheE,oisTtrofE,sH,^G Vessels on tho Coast of T„,,,.„n 



Nasic 

OF District. 


BoCSDABIES. 


KsSiatorine Officttt. j 


KiliQsb, 


. From Catlien Kiver t 
Ejlbamba. 


0 H. G. Austen, 


Seofielil, 


. From Black Head te 
Farrihie Boaeh. 


' E. J. Monies, 


Gaitvay, 


From Fanihio to Mason 
Island. 


G. Clarke, . 


Clifden, 


Froia Mtt.'^on Island to 
Euana Point. 


A. C. May, . 


Wes^ort, . 


From Doobeg to Enona 
Point. 


E. Wilcox, . 


Keele, . 


From Bollycray Castle 
to Bony Glen. 


J. Adam, 


Belmtillet, . 


From Butter Point to 
Doonu Head. 


W. Davrson, 


Bu&lieehan, 


From Brandy Point to 
Loch Murrcmgli and 
Ben Iver, Baldering. 


S. Sharp, 


Bollyoastle, . : 


From Glensl^ Cove to 
the centre of Baj'tw 
Isle. 


A. Henri, . 


Pdllendiva, . ] 


from Sligo Bridge to I 
Ballina Bridge. 


i. K. Thompson, . 


Sligo, . . 3 


iVom. Abbey Point to I 
Sligo Bridge. 


!. G. Elliott, 


Itillybegs, . I 


'rom DonegaltQ Gwee- I 

banra Bar. 


1. Heard, . 


Eatland, . F 


rom Gveeb 8 rraBar.to 
Bloody Foreland. 


- 



Appendix, 

to 1st January, 1837, pursuant to the 



1st Clou crnploTi>a 2nd Class cmplo^eii 



24 - 190 1,008 
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FISHEET COIIMISSIONEES, lEELAJSD. 



T 


nl employed 


Increase since 
Ifibfi. 


Decr^o^uineo 


s. Vessols 


hicn. Boys. 


Vessels. Men, j Boys. 


Vessels. Ucn. | Boys. 


148 


440 


8 10 - 




a 00 


100 2 


- - 1 


8 2 - 


3 800 


3,734 308 


28 704 


127 


7ca 


2,081 130 


311 1,583 47 




334 


1>246 21 


03 835 21 




374 


1,504 20 


lie 478 r 




188 


022 44 


0 185 


- 10 B 


54 


224 4 


- - 4 


17 18-1 


140 


1,032 8 


10 88 


1 A 


73 


414 2 


2 


_ _ M 


218 


l,ft83 47 


20 51 4 


- - _ B 


518 


2,8(3 434 


201 l,.j89 00 


- _ i: 

_ _ 



•n« orOhscrvatioDs niado liv Injpectins Co 
oacrs «r Coast-GiiinlB and other KcdMoriiie 
Officers, up to the UtJauuary, laiT, “ 



An increase In tlicnuBihcr of boats and men ; bntfter 
are not constancy orajilojed, nor d.p. uUi»stipoiifiahiBn 
for supporU Last Tear has been dioldidly a falline off 

n regard to the take of 8sh. The hortinc Bsbine 
bcMi a total faUurc, and atlmon .torso llianit hasheoo 
hiUicrto, Only few salmon ttiro taken, and tbs MtA 
of peal was so Indifforcnt tbit many weirs were tnVsn 

Cnnag Eslsfcl^mcnt at Glynn. No oonlUcta bare 
taken p.M0i the Criicrmonaro orderly Slid pescoable, 

taoei, to drive tbc salmon away, as it U n.iwlyinipetsi- 
hlo form fish to pass them. This is pirtiuula-ls^ 
case in Cloodcrlow Bay, wLore they interlace and ealend 
completely from side to side, IcariBg no opening at sH, 
cire.it hr, — ■ortbclishtopisaop. 



thn Kshermea not pcnuitiing tlieoi to repair 
cffleioatly tbcir nets. Ne itnpmremeut. The take of 
nsb Jess oTodnetivo. Onlv one small salmrai fisbotr in 
tlm dislrfet. Ko Curing ifstablisltments. XticntoS 
ihe fisbormni orderly and peaeoablo. 

no rondltion of tbo Piiiing Establlslimonl good, and 
greatly suMrior to I stl in eveiy respect ; cvrlainly there 



ScTora! now ones projected. A meat adranco In tils 

respect antimpatoi Mo coafilcts Lave occurred. The 
by-laws against trawling wben herrlnis sot in ue 
regiiUrly eradid, and Imre no cficct. Hey shoold bo 
very oloarly defined and arbitrary, as at nresrat the 
rosponatbilUy of lupportli^ and dofinieg them is very 
considerable. Tho registry is imporfeea JmpoasiUa 
togotaeciirito returns withouta bettor dollncl system. 

It should bo an offonco to soil a v«wl wiiliout gitlnn no 
thoregistor, and tho salcmado illegal » “« y 
tn Increatain tho number ef scoond-clna buab, and a 
de^e in first cla<s. Take of fisb not more ptoduoUve. 
Salraon fiihoiies not Improved. No Curing Establish- 
me.nU. KoconUiots. Piabmnen orderly and peaceable. 



^0180 mod as in 1844, Not sny sign of improvement. 
The take of fijih less produetivo, eioopt solmoo, which 

is imiiroting. Bogneta have been IntruUnccdbyigcatle- 
man from Seotland, wUb conaidiwablo suocca, last sea- 
son, J!o had three or font stations on the Island, which 



of fish ukim is ncariy 2,000 per bag not One Cotiug 
Kstablishmciit. No conflicts, Tlia fisbcraieu erdorly 



ptoduotlic in tho take of fish. Fish ato more abundant 
on tlio eooef. Tlic salmon fisheries haro cunsidcrably 
Improrcil. No Curing Kstibllahmeats. Ho eouflicts. 
The liahcmun orderly and peaeoablo. 

Uthet improrod- the tafco of fish mm praducUve. No 
poriUro snliaon fisheries in this district Salmon are 
eaueht witli a common net. Tides run so strong stake* 
woiildnotsund. NoCuilng EstaUisbnicnt No con- 
flicts. The fishermen orderly. 

1 alight sign of improremont. Tliete are tea more ser- 
Ticoablo boats in tlio district tliao wo had list voar- 
Tha take of white fish lias bent las produetirc. Bag 
nets wore workod last year at Kilcuniuiin, Lacken, and 
BallycaatU', and tlie take of salmon was greater tlian 
thn ptecedinE yoiw. No Caring EstabI lihiuonbi. No 
connirti. Tho lubits of the fishornieu orderly and 
pouceulilo. Tho bonodarics of tho Pishiiig ilegisity 
District should be altered. ^ ’ 

lot improrod, nnd no sign of IraproroDiiml. The take 
of JisU about the saniA No Cuting Eatablbhraenta. No 
eoulliels. Tho fishormcn pcuceablg. 



rally epeakilifc Too many ling nets on lhi« coast.' "Tho 
'onsenuenoo that jiropriotors of rlvcru do not the] the 
>mu interest in ].rotecilng thoir elvers, ss tho salmon 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OE THE 



Append IS, 

State of the llEGisTar of Pishing Vessels on the Coast of Ieeland to 1st January, 1857, pursuant to the 





BUITHDAIllBa. 


Begistoring OSocr. 


Utc 


osi «mplo7«a 
Inlses. 


2ndC 


lata 


Ta 


:vl emplorod 
n ISSG. 


late 


ass «inp|eyo4 
m 1857. 












Bor 


Veuol 




jncira 


i“-l 


Boya 


VosscIb 


Mon, 


Bon 


Slieepbaveu, 


From Bloody Forclanc 
U FannetBoiuL 


F. Collins, . 


- 


- 


- 


240 


000 


lies 


240 


000 


108 


- 


- 


- 


Bathmullen, 


From East side of Lee 
nan Ba3',Westsi(leof 
FennecPointjtoLoQgli 
Swiliy, Tlaaieltou. 


M. Ivnox, , 


1 


3 


1 


30 


•10 


so 


31 


48 


81 


- 


- 


- 


Came, 


Prom Leenan Bay to 
SUrove Head. 


G. S. Penfold, 


- 


- 


- 


113 


020 


23 


118 


020 


23 


- 


- 


- 


Gmencastlc, 


From Inciahowen Head 
to Culmore, Downhill. 


- 


4 


12 


- 


180 


719 


so 


164 


731 


30 


0 


10 


- 


BallycasUc, . 


From Doivnhill to Nap- 
pan. 


E. A. IC. Wasey, . 


- 


- 


- 


224 


003 


40 


224 


603 


40 


- 


_ 


- 


Comckferpis, 


From Mountain Stream, 
near Gorron Point, to 
Belfast. 


J. E. Elliott, 


8 


S3 


1 


160 


400 


47 


104 


623 


48 


8 


88 


1 


CoTiagbadee, 


From Belfast to New. 
castle Quay. 


W, G. Jones, 


118 


022 


22 


C30 


1,270 


107 


748 


1,801 


210 


110 


02.7 


22 


Straugford, . 


From Newcastle Quay 
to Sliceplauil Head. 


J. H. Hockley, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


110 


620 


22 


Newcastle, . 


From Slieepland Cove to 
Biver Foot. 


G. A, E. Bidge, . 


- 


- 


- 


100 


441 


71 


100 


4-41 


71 


- 


- 


- 


Cai-lingford, . 


From Ballagan Pomt to 
Onicath. 


- 










No Bat 


um 


receive 


d. 










Bundalk, 


From Maiden Tower, 
rear Drogheda, to 
Biver Foot, to the 
West of Cooley Point, 
near Greenore. 


W. H. Genay, 


12 


(33 


2 


310 


800 


78 


322 


020 


76 


12 


60 




Malohide, , 


From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Howth. 


J. Irwin, . . 


64 


317 


4.3 


47 


0] 


8 


01 


408 




61 


012 


46 


Howth, 


From Howth to Whip 
of Water. 


H. Prosser, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


12 


70 


0 
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FISHERY COMMSSIONEES, IRELAND, 



No. ^—continued. 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106. showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since Jannary, 1S56, 
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FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



Appbndu, No. 10. 

" Hoyal Irish Fisheries Company, Limited'' The 

fisting opcan-tions carried on for tlie Isist eight years 
on the Western Coast of Ireland, having been laid in 
detail before a number of gentlemen interested in the 
Fisheries, it was resolved, that a Company should bo 
formed, entitled, “ The Royal Irish Fisheries Company, 
Limited,” tahing as its nucleus the establishment which 
had been worked successfully on that coast. This 
Company was duly roistered on the 22nd November, 
1 856, under the provisions of the Joint Stock Companies 
Act, 19 and 20 Victoria, cap. 47 ; whereby the liability 
of shareholders in joint stock companies is limited to 
the actual amount of shares held by them. 

The operations of the Company commenced on the 
1st of January, 1857, and the Directors have the honour 
to report, for the information of the Commissioners of 
Irish Fisheries, their proceedings since that period. 

The caution and judgment displayed by Mr. Stopfbrd, 
in the management of his establishment on the Western 
Coast, and the results therefrom, apparent from his hooks 
and papers, showed the Directors that a large and profit- 
able business was available 5 but, at the same time, a 
business which required great foresight, great prudence, 
diligence, and untiring perseverance. They were not 
dazzled into the erroneous belief that the sea is a mine 
of wealth, only awaiting the development of capital; 
they weighed well the difficnlties, aud the benefits, and 
they came to the determination of adopting a systematic 
development of these Fisheries, conducted on a moderate 
scale in the beginning, hut capable of any extension, 
commensurate with the returns warranting the same. 

The Directors secured the services of Mr. Stopford, 
as Managing Director, and took his vessels, &c., at a 
valuation, thereby securing an established and well 
developed business of eight years’ standing, the benefit 
of a long experience, aud . also the surveys aud dis- 
coveries of hitherto unknown fishing grounds on the 
coasts of Ireland ; together with the extensive practical 
local information possessed by the officers, masters, 
curers, seamen, and fishermen in the employment of Mr. 
Stopford, aud transferred by him to the Company. 

The Directors, although aware of the returns produced 
by the small capital invested by Mr. Stopford, jet deter- 
mined to proceed with great caution in its increase ; 
satisfied that 0 gradual aud steady progress was more 
likely to eventuate in success, than at once lannchiug 
forth in a more extended establishment, and determined 
to add to their expenses only as the returns justified 
them; and this they consider to be the best and surest 



course, _ practically to show the capabilities of the Irish 
Fisheries, as a source of national wealth and profitable 
investment. 

The Directors purchased from Mr. Stopford, seven 
fishing vessels, three spritsail boats, two four-oared 
boats, and seven canoes. 

To these they have since added six fine vessels, so that 
their fishing fieot at present consists of, six trawlers of 
from forty-five to sixty tons; four tiawlets of from 
twenty to thirty tons ; three trawlers of from seventeen 
to twenty tons ; five first-class open boats, and seven 
canoes ; making in the aggregate, thirteen first-class 
trawl and line vessels ; five first-class net and hue boats i 
and seven long line boats. 

They have entered into possession of the stations at 
Galway, Dingle, and Port Magee ; they have a portion 
of their fleet now at Innisbofin ; they have leased an 
admirable station for curing fish at the Amiu Islands, 
and are concluding arrangements for several equally 
advantageous stations around the whole coast. 

Such a limited period having elapsed since their 
operations as a Company have commenced, the Directors 
regi-et their inability to make a more lengthy report at 
present ; it is their desire to avoid all fallacious esti- 
mates ; hut they trust that at the end of their first year’s 
working, they will be enabled to present the Commis- 
sioners of Irish Fisheries with a detailed, full, and 
impartial statement, based upon their own practical 
knowledge, and containing all the necessary informa- 
tion as to the working of the Fisheries, that it may be 
in their power to afford. 

Since the first Ordinary General Meeting of the 
Shareholders of the Company, heldpursuaut to Act of 
Parliament, at their office.^, 30, "^stmoreland-street, 
Dublin, on the 2nd of February, 1857, there has been 
produced, by the vessels of the Company, up to the 6th 
of April, in the Dublin, Galway, Liverpool, and Man- 
chester markets, fish, consisting of, turbot, soles, plaices, 
haddock, cod, John dorey, hake, &c., to the amount of 
£1,009 ; and daring this period their vessels have had 
to contend with a aeries of heavy gales of wind, heavier 
than has been known upon the Western Coast for many 
years past. 

In conclusion, the Directors beg to say that the 
market notes of their sales of fish may be seen daily at 
their offices, SO, Westmoreland-street, Dublin, where 
the hooks of the Company ate open to the inspection of 
all shareholders, and every information may be ob- 
tained, upon application personally or by letter, either 
to the Managing Director, James E. Stopford, Esq,, or 
to the Secretary, William Cooper, Esq. 
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